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We are so excited to bring you the 2013 Mount Baker Home Tour 
on December 7!

As the Mount Baker community sits on the cusp of a centennial 
milestone—and the Clubhouse itself prepares to turn 100 years old 
in 2014—we are thrilled to open the doors of architecturally sig-
nificant neighborhood homes to celebrate our community’s history. 
Of special note, the tour is easily walkable and a great way to kick 
off the holidays!

We will be featuring six classic homes that exemplify a variety of 
architectural and decorative styles:

• An over-the-top holiday house set in a Renaissance Revival
• A beautifully lined Arts and Crafts, Prairie Style home

• A Colonial Style home adorned with a world class collection of 
book illustrations

• An early cabin from 1919 built for the Dexter/Horton family

• A darling Shingle Style home with dramatic views of  
Lake Washington

• A Federal Style home lavished with a world-class collection of 
Early American tile

The Federal Style house recently captured the attention of the Tile 
Heritage Foundation. The foundation visited the house to identify 
significant installations, including one of the most extraordinary 
Batchelder fireplaces ever constructed. Other noteworthy tile in-
stallations include a fireplace by CalCo, an extraordinary court-
yard by local legend Chuck Totten and examples of tile from Cali-
fornia Faience (which also manufactured tile for Hearst Castle) 
and Rookwood from Cincinnati.

That’s just an intriguing sample of the architectural history you’ll 
see on the biannual Home Tour. This is the club’s largest fundraiser 
and a wonderful excuse to invite your friends to visit the neighbor-
hood. Go online to www.mountbaker.org today to purchase your 
tickets and support the Mount Baker Community Club!

Take a Holiday STroll THrougH  
100 Years of MounT Baker HoMeS
By D. Craig Norberg and Carla Nichols, Mount Baker Home Tour Co-chairs
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the home tour of the Century!
Sunday, December 7, 10Am to 4Pm

Tickets $20-$30 (or $35 on the day of the tour)
www.brownpapertickets.com (search “Mount 
Baker Home Tour”) or visit www.mountbaker.org
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Well, here we are half way through Fall. We’ve done well as a community. 

We had our annual energetic end-of-summer event – our Day in 
the Park – despite the event being curtailed because of the “heavy 
dew” we get here. I want to thank all of the volunteers and staff who 
soldiered through that soggy day. It is clear from your response 
the “dew” hasn’t dampened your spirits for this event. There will be 
another Day in the Park next year with no atmospheric disruptions.

Our next major event is the Home Tour featured in the cover story 
of this issue that will occur on Saturday, December 7. This year is 
special because we are featuring several centennial homes to co-
incide with the 100th birthday of the Clubhouse. Speaking of the 
impending birthday, we are seeking volunteers to help plan and 
execute a wonderful celebration next year. Next Fall, as a matter 
of fact. It would be a fun project for several friends to work on 
together. We will work with you to plan, buy and carry out this 
incredible celebration. If you’re interested, email us at manager@
mountbaker.org or call 206-722-7209. 

This is my first year participating in the Home Tour, and I am 
excited, as is my wife, who also is participating for the first time. 
Working as consultants, we have traveled extensively during the 
past 22 years of living in this neighborhood. We spent more time 
out than in it, I’m afraid. We talked often about becoming more in-
volved when we slowed our pace enough to allow us to give back to 
the community. “Community” here is not only defined as Mount 
Baker, but as Seattle at large. I first wanted to give close to home 
right here in Mount Baker. That’s going well and is exciting. 

I’m telling you this because I am one of those people we need more 
of – a volunteer. Volunteering for Mount Baker Community Club 
provides a couple things: 

1) Fuel to help programs succeed
2) Opportunities to meet neighbors
3) A very satisfying feeling

Think about it and join us. There are others like me here and we’d 
like to get to know you.

Following is a quick overview of our monthly community meet-
ings. There were no community meetings in July or August.

September 9 community meeting 
The meeting opened at 6:30 PM with a social including snacks 
and beverages provided by Mioposto Caffe & Pizzeria. The formal 
meeting began at 7:00 PM with introductions by the 18 persons 
present. MBCC President Andy Reynolds introduced the idea of 
arranging seating in a large circle, which enhanced the introduc-
tions. Andy stressed that MBCC is a “community” club, open to 
all who live, work or attend a school in our neighborhood. There 
are no dues or membership fees. Tara Morgan has found a new 
job and is in the process of transferring her duties to Megan Haile, 
who can be reached at the main office phone (206) 722-7209 or at 
manager@mountbaker.org.

A guest speaker from Little Free Library, Adam, described the pro-
ject to promote literacy via tiny libraries located on private prop-
erty. More information is available at www.littlefreelibrary.org.

October 7 community meeting
Doug Marsano, of King County waste water treatment, spoke. Seattle 
has a single drainage system for surface water and sewer which can 
lead to contamination after heavy rainfall. There are plans to install 
four new underground two-foot diameter pipes near Rainier Ave. S. 
and S. Bayview St. in addition to a large underground holding tank 
near 25th Ave. S. and S. Hanford, which will reduce overflow volume 
by 90.9%. The holding tank will be equipped with sound-attenuated 
diesel generators for backup power and carbon filtration to reduce odor 
and corrosion. After completion, landscaping or a rain garden may be 
installed above ground. For your suggestions and additional informa-
tion contact: doug.marsano@kingcounty.gov or call (206) 684-1235.

The Southeast District Council (SEDC) meets at the Rainier Com-
munity Center (4600 38th Ave. S.) at 6:30 PM on the fourth Wednes-
day of the month, except holidays and mid-summer. More informa-
tion on this committee is available at www.southeastseattle.org.

There were no council meetings in July or August.

At the September 25 meeting, City Neighborhood Council (CNC) 
representative Dick Burkhart described transportation project 
funding. He noted grants for Rainier Beach bike and vehicle traffic, 
Columbia City sidewalk repairs, curb cuts and sidewalks for the 
intersection of 44th Ave. S. and S. Graham St. have been selected 
for funding. Dick added that the CNC is discussing growing transit 
communities, micro housing, and updating the bicycle master plan.

We discussed membership requirements and the purpose of our 
council as mentioned in an audit completed in the 2008-2009 period. 
Our goal is to increase community engagement and participation.

City Councilmember Tim Burgess discussed the recently proposed 
Mayor’s budget, universal preschool, funding of the city pension 
fund, and zoning changes around the light rail stations, which was 
not considered during station construction.

i’M So glad i  VolunTeered. How aBouT you?
By Andy Reynolds, MBCC Board Chair

SecreTary’S View of MBcc BuSineSS
By Bill Davis, MBCC Secretary

SidewalkS, Bike laneS and More iMproVeMenTS To 
neigHBorHood TranSiT
by Bill Davis, MBCC representative and SEDC secretary
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The Southeast Seattle Crime Prevention Council (SSCPC) meets 
on the first non-holiday Wednesday, September through June, at 
7:00 PM at the Southeast Seattle Senior Center (4655 S. Holly St.). 
For more information, contact Pat Murakami at (206)478-9038 or 
pat@southcpc.org. More information about SSCPC is available at 
www.southcpc.org.

They were no community meeting in July or August.

September 2 meeting
John Leers from King County Juvenile Court Services spoke on 
programs available for youth convicted of a crime and paid intern-
ships. The programs focus on finding jobs appropriate for each in-
dividual, then bond that person and subsidize their wages for a 

time. Sadly, continuing education is rarely an option for youth 17 
or 18 years old who have earned only 2 or 3 high school credits. 
Precinct commander Captain Steve Paulsen reviewed SPD reports 
and addressed community concerns.

October 2 meeting 
We were introduced to our new south precinct commander, Cap-
tain Carmen Best. Crime rates in southeast Seattle are down in 
all areas except robbery. Distracted digital users are increasingly 
being targeted in what are termed “apple picking” incidents be-
cause of their distinctive white devices and ear buds. Citizens are 
strongly advised to be aware of their surroundings and to avoid 
exposing expensive digital devices around public transportation 
and elsewhere. Bicycle patrols are being extended where possible. 

Fall has returned, and with it the flu, colds, and other illnesses. I 
would like to share what I consider the five best home remedies 
for a Pacific Northwest autumn season. Like anything, efficacy de-
pends on correct administration (diagnosis, preparation, and dos-
age). For guidelines on the use of herbal medicine check out my 
blog at www.HillsideAcupuncture.com or find a knowledgeable 
practitioner or other resource. Given current research illuminating 
the consequences of systemic overuse of antibiotics, these herbs are 
a good place to start for common fall and winter bugs. Raw honey 
is a great harmonizer for these herbs and has medicinal properties 
of its own, including an ability to moisturize, which makes it good 
for dry cough or sore throat.

1. Oregon Grape Root. I keep a tincture around but a decoc-
tion or other type of extract also works. This bitter root is good 
for anything with yellow/green mucus or fever. It can help with 
stomach flu by purging the digestive tract. It is most appro-
priate for acute illnesses that include what Chinese medicine 
terms “heat” signs. 

2. Black Elder Berry extract. Taken as a syrup, juice or tincture, 
Sambucus nigra is used for general immune support, especially 
for viral-caused illness. 

3. Ginger, Cinnamon, and Black Pepper. These are warming 
herbs that are good for anything that leaves you feeling cold on 
the inside (chills stronger than fever); colds with clear watery 

mucus; weak appetite and digestive upset. They are great to in-
corporate into your cooking through the fall and winter. 

4. Garlic. Garlic is well known for its immune support against 
bacteria, virus and yeast. Incorporate it into your cooking or, if 
you’re up for it, take a teaspoon of raw juice, which is the most 
potent form of garlic.

5. Mint. As a digestive tonic mint has the ability to clear heat. 
Use for fever, for headache due to a cold or flu, for digestive 
upset or for sinus infections with yellow/green mucus. If you 
infuse it into a liquid, remember to use a lid so you don’t boil 
off the volatile oils.

These herbs constitute an easily accessible and workable tool set for 
many common illnesses. If you have questions or want more infor-
mation feel free to email me through www.HillsideAcupuncture.com

SouTHeaST SeaTTle criMe preVenTion council (SScpc)
by Bill Davis, Southeast Seattle Crime Prevention Council (SSCPC) board member

THe arT of liVing:  Top 5 fall reMedieS
By Keith Judelman, Licensed Acupuncturist at Hillside Acupuncture
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a Brief updaTe of land uSe acTiViTy in MounT Baker
By Jin Lee, MBCC Zoning, Land Use, Planning & Transportation (ZLUPT) Committee Chair

Mount Baker Station Rezone
Draft zoning change legislation about Mount Baker Station is 
pending City Council action. Key elements include:

• Rezoning from Neighborhood Commercial (NC-65) to Seat-
tle Mixed (SM-85). The new designation raises the height limit 
to 85 feet to the corridor from S. Byron to S. Bayview, including 
the UW laundry facility and Rite Aid/QFC complex.

• Significantly, the Lowe’s lot across Rainier will be rezoned to 
SM-125. Because the site sits within a bowl, DPD’s environ-
mental analysis identifies topography as a mitigating factor for 
the additional height. 

None of the existing businesses around the station are affected by 
these zoning changes. In fact, the proposed SM zoning reflects 
neighborhood input asking for flexible zoning to accommodate 
existing light industry and allow for new uses. 

Public input will be taken when it comes before Council. 
Please stay tuned for a hard date. Info: search “North Rainier”  
at www.seattle.gov/DPD

In The Pipeline
Design Review Approvals have been published for two 7-story struc-
tures, one containing 196 apartments with 99 parking spaces and the 
other having 111 apartments with 103 parking stalls. The structures 
would be located at 2715 and 2615 25th Ave. S., immediately west 
of Rite Aid. Ground breaking awaits adoption of an associated Con-
tract Rezone from Single-Family (SF-5000) to NC-65. Info: search 
Project # 3012217 and 3012417 at www.seattle.gov/DPD.

Doug Marsano from the King County Wastewater Treatment Di-
vision recently briefed the MBCC Community Meeting about a 

Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) underground storage facility at 
27th Ave. S. and S. Hanford. Site acquisition is complete and early 
planning is underway. Community input is being solicited. Por-
tions of the site may be available for public use in 2017 and there 
may be an opportunity here, if the neighborhood can also engage 
adjacent tracts surplus to Sound Transit. Info: search “Hanford 
CSO” at www.kingcounty.gov.

Under Construction
Excavation and foundation work is underway for a 3-story mixed-
use building at 31st Ave S. and S. Day. Eighteen residential flats 
with 5,000 square feet of ground-level retail will fill the gap in the 
urban fabric at the top of the hill upon completion. Twenty-one 
underground parking stalls support the development. Info: search 
Project # 3013904 at www.seattle.gov/DPD.

Directly in front of Mount Baker Light Rail Station, framing is 
nearly complete for Artspace Mount Baker Lofts with 57 perma-
nent artist live-work studios over 12 ground-level commercial 
spaces. A community space, oriented toward the station, offers 
a possible connection to the vast no man’s land currently below 
the train platform. Occupancy is estimated at June 2014. A lan-
guage immersion preschool, two artists/galleries, a cafe/wine bar, 
a chocolatier and two community-based nonprofits are current 
candidates for the commercial spaces. The project manager, Re-
becca Morton, request that any interested parties, artists looking 
for housing, and business owners seeking space contact her at re-
becca.morton@artspace.org.

This Transit Oriented Development (TOD) is the first project out of 
the gate about a nascent Mount Baker Station Center. We hope for 
a catalytic effect! Artspace’s mission and other Seattle projects are 
outlined at Artspace.org. For the design, search Project # 3011372 
at www.seattle.gov/DPD.

Keith Judelman
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day in THe park:
can you BelieVe all THaT TalenT?!?
By Tara Morgan, MBCC Director of Marketing

First of all, we want to thank the community and all the families, 
booth vendors, performers and volunteers who helped make Day 
In The Park possible! While we couldn’t control Mother Nature, 
we know the event was full of goodwill and excitement about  
our community.

This year’s theme was “Mount Baker’s Got Talent”. We knew our local 
kids were special, but we had no idea how talented they were until 
they showed their stuff at the talent show! The day’s festivities kicked 
off with Zac Wurfel on the ukulele (pictured here) playing the na-
tional anthem, followed by sister Bea with grandma Kathy and their 
teacher Rob Carroll for a couple of really fabulous numbers. We saw 
a Bollywood number, amazing piano chops from Sean G., and some 
fabulous singing. These are all Mount Baker residents! 

By the end, there was talk throughout the park: 
“Let’s do a Mount Baker Talent Show!”

We couldn’t agree more! We look forward to more ideas from all 
of you and your volunteer expertise. If you want to help put on a 
great neighborhood talent show, contact Tara at The Clubhouse at 
tmorgan@mountbaker.org.
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faMily fun To fill your cold winTer nigHTS
By Tara Morgan, MBCC Director of Marketing 

When the days get shorter and the air cooler this time of year, we 
remember how great it is to have fun and engaging programs right 
here in our own neighborhood. We hope you will check out the full 
Events Calendar—at the back of this issue and online—and find 
just the fun thing for you and your family to enjoy on a cold winter 
night. We are proud to serve a diverse and exuberant community 
of families, retirees, empty nesters and the like. Your presence is 
encouraged at all of our events. Come and meet neighbors as a 
participant or volunteer!

Here are some upcoming opportunities:

Movie Nights
One Friday each month, we show a classic film or new feature hit. 
Concessions stand help is always appreciated! (And yes, there’s 
beer and wine for the grown-ups). The full schedule is published 
in the Events Calendar!

Community Meetings
We meet as a community each month, September through 
June, to listen and present current and relevant issues. Featur-
ing snacks and coffee donated by Mioposto, these meetings are 
a great way to introduce yourself to the neighborhood, hear en-
gaging presentations and meet your neighbors. See the full Event 
Calendar for specific dates, the first non-holiday Monday of  
the month.

Pied Piper
This long-standing tradition in family-friendly entertainment 
has been passed along through hard-working mom organiz-
ers in the neighborhood since the 1970s. Featuring magicians 
and puppets and sing-alongs and stories (plus a guy with a few 

snakes, turtles and other creatures!), Pied Piper offers five Sat-
urday shows, each with a suggested donation of $3 per person. 
What a great way to spend a Saturday morning with your coffee 
and kids!

Kindiependent Kids Rock Series
This very popular kids rock concert series attracts families from 
all over Puget Sound. Practically every show is a sell-out with 
over 250 kids and their parents hitting the dance floor to boogie 
to the big names in “Kindie Rock” – Caspar Babypants, The Not-
Its!, Recess Monkey and more! Every show features a nonprofit 
partner and special giveaways from sponsors like PCC Natural 
Markets, ParentMap and new sponsors See Kai Run and Metro-
politan Appliance. The much-anticipated Full Series Pass is $95 
for 10 shows. That’s a total BARGAIN! And it’s ON SALE NOW 
at www.mountbaker.org.

Home Tour/Arts & Crafts Fair
Another long-standing December tradition in our community, 
this event draws literally over 1,000 people from all over Western 
Washington to ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’ over the stunning architecture in 
our community. Many fun volunteer positions are still available 
for this year’s tour! Contact us at volunteer@mountbaker.org. 

Mount Baker families and their support networks are absolutely at 
the heart of Mount Baker. When we plan our season of program-
ming, we know that affordable, fun and community-style events 
are what we do best AND what strengthens our community. Your 
input and volunteer time are critical – we hope you’ll visit www.
mountbaker.org and fill out our volunteer application to help make 
events like Day In The Park, The Annual Potluck and Dance, Home 
Tour, Christmas Ships and more keep our community lively.
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Check out more photos and leave your feedback at www.mountbaker.org/2013-day-in-the-park.html.

We were reminded that Day In the Park has a long history of bringing neighbors together to celebrate our wonderfully unique 
corner of Seattle. What an honor to be a part of the tradition.

Thank you, Mount Baker! We can’t wait to do it again next year!

NEWS OF THE MOUNT BAKER COMMUNITY CLUB  for November, 2013

a greaT day for A DAy in the PArk 
By Ben and Erin Bruce

The 2013 Day in the Park packed a lot of family fun  
into one morning. Neighbors defied the weather  
forecast to gather for the Kids’ Parade early on,  
before visiting the bouncy house fire truck,  
bake sale, walking tours, flash mob,  
gymnastics, a talent show, and  
the PCC Kid Pics Mobile. Wow!

Photo credit: Tara Morgan

Photo credit: Rebecca Roper

Photo credit: Rebecca Roper

Photo credit: Rebecca Roper
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Mount Baker is a community full of pluck and creative spirit. We managed to get through the first-ever Mount Baker Talent 
Show before the rain fell in earnest and we had to close down just after 12:30 PM.

Amazing volunteers set up 20 tents, tables, chairs, a stage and all the other stuff that 
turns the park into a Day In the Park. And when the rains came, they braved the 
weather to break it all down and put it away. 

Special thanks to the Day in the Park sponsors, Safeinsure and Gerrard Beattie 
& Knapp (GBK) Realtors.

Day In the Park featured booths with local businesses, a bake sale, a photo station 
and lots of fun for the whole family.
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cHange a STudenT’S life cloSe To HoMe wiTH THe 
Mlk ScHolarSHip
By Doug McBroom, Scholarship Fund Representative

add your Block To neigHBorHood SecuriTy paTrol
By Victoria E. Romero, Mount Baker Safe Neighborhood Committee

MeeT ron SuTer, your new MBcc general counSel
By Ron Suter, MBCC General Counsel

Since 1984 the Mount Baker Community Club has awarded college 
scholarships to 350 students from underrepresented populations 
through its Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Fund. This unique 
neighborhood-based program not only awards college scholarships 
to students in need, but also supports students with academic pro-
grams and college board preparation courses that are so important 
to the college admissions process. Receipt of an MLK Jr. Scholarship 
can change a student’s life.
 

In celebration of the scholarship’s 30th anniversary this year, we are 
asking everyone in the neighborhood to increase their scholarship 
gifts by 30%.
 
We will honor the 2014 scholarship recipients at a public ceremony 
next spring on March 21, 2014, at 7:30 PM in the Clubhouse. If you 
would like to show your support of this vital program, contact Jerry 
Morales at (206) 683-4227.

Six years ago, a group of neighbors organized the Mount Baker 
Safe Neighborhood Committee to respond to a spike in residential 
burglaries. In addition to hosting a series of informational meet-
ings with the Seattle Police Department, the American Red Cross, 
and disaster preparedness group SNAP (Seattle Neighbors Actively 
Prepare), the committee researched private patrol companies in 
the area and found First Security, a subsidiary of Puget Sound Se-
curity . If you see the green and white patrol car on your street, one 
or more of your nearby neighbors is paying for that service. 

We are currently conducting an annual open enrollment drive. 
If you would like to add your home and your block to the First 
Security patrol route, signing up is as easy as sending an email 
to mtbakersecurity@gmail.com. The committee will review all 
new requests to ensure that the route is manageable under our  
current agreement. 

For an annual contribution of $360:

• Your property address is listed to a daily patrol subscriber list 
and a patrol car will slow down at your address

• You can request special Vacation Watch

• First Security sends out detailed patrol reports to all subscribers
• You get a toll-free dispatch phone number to report suspicious 
activity 

• Suspicious activity during patrol hours gets immediate patrol 
response 

• First Security can contact the Seattle Police Department on 
your behalf due to a working relationship with SPD

• If you have a residential burglar alarm, you can add First Se-
curity to the list of phone contacts, allowing them to respond 
quickly to an alarm and work with SPD, if needed

• Most of all, you get peace of mind

A patrol car is great, but we still need each other. The Mount Bak-
er Safe Neighborhood Committee’s electronic block watch alert is 
housed at www.nextdoor.com, an online service that expands our 
connection as neighbors in a range of categories, including neigh-
borhood safety. Sign up to find your address, share information and 
receive updates from Nextdoor Mount Baker and Nextdoor Leschi. 

When neighbors start talking, good things happen! 

My name is Ron Suter, and I am the new General Counsel for the 
Mount Baker Community Club. 

My wife Ann and I have been married almost 43 years and have been 
Mount Baker residents since 1984. We have two grown children: 
Raphael, an animator at Pixar in Emeryville, and Rachel, a Customer 
Delivery Analyst with T-Mobile in Bellevue. Ann and I have both 
volunteered with MBCC in various capacities over the years, partici-
pating in the Home Tour as drivers, hosts and featured homeowners, 
cooking and working booths at Day in the Park and manning the 
bar at club events. Ann has previously served on the MBCC Board. 

Although I graduated from University of Illinois with an Aeronauti-
cal and Astronautical Engineering degree, my first job out of college 
was with the United States Patent and Trademark Office in Wash-
ington, DC. A law class at Illinois had piqued my interest in law so 
I applied to the George Washington University evening law school 
program, graduating with a law degree and, a few years later, with a 
master of law degree in patent and trade regulation law.

I worked for Boeing as an attorney for 33 years and, after retiring 
last July, was looking for volunteer opportunities. When the former 
MBCC General Counsel, Martha Ries, asked me if I’d be interested 
in succeeding her, I decided it would be a great way to continue to 
use my legal skills and give back to the community. I also recently 

volunteered with a group called Washington Attorneys Assisting 
Community Organizations.

Under the Bylaws of MBCC, the General Counsel is an Officer and 
member of the Board and must be a member of the Bar of Washing-
ton. The General Counsel is responsible for advising the Board of 
Directors, the officers, the Executive Committee and the member-
ship on all legal matters pertaining 

HaVe you alwayS wanTed To direcT  
THe conTenT of a newSleTTer? 
Become the Editor-in-Chief of The Mount Baker View! You can receive guidance and training from 
the outgoing editor, and can shape the content for the February newsletter issue and beyond. Please 
direct your inquiries and interest to Rebecca Laszlo, newsletter@mountbaker.org, or Ann Beeman, 
ABeeman@BeemanArch.com.

Rebecca Laszlo and Gaelan Kelly hard at work on the newsletter

new Jacki delecki noVel
Long-time Mount Baker resident Jacki Delecki just released her latest novel, a Romantic Mystery set in Seattle. From witnessing arson at 
Seattle’s Fisherman’s Terminal to escaping retaliation by the Russian mob, you won’t want to miss a word of An Inner Fire. Learn more 
about the author and her new book: www.amazon.com/author/jackidelecki

walk2More cHallenge
Join the Walk2More Challenge, an 8-week campaign to encourage people living in Southeast Seattle to walk more and drive less for short 
trips around the neighborhood. Log on to discover new ways to get to the store, the park or a friend’s house. Sponsored by Feet First. 
Information at www.feetfirst.org.
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SupporT THe annual fund and Build your  
neigHBorHood legacy
By Ann Suter, MBCC Development Committee member… And 30-year Mount Baker Neighbor

cHarleSTown HillcliMB geTS a MaJor workoVer
By Judith Yarrow, Friends of Charlestown Hillclimb

Charity, it has been explained to me, is about financially supporting 
an organization that you believe in. Philanthropy, on the other hand, 
is about investing in an organization you believe in to support profit-
able outcomes and long-lasting legacies.

For more than ten decades, your neighbors have been investing time 
and money in the Mount Baker Community Club to support the 
connection among families in our neighborhood. Over the years, the 
Club has been active in organizing to make our streets and homes 
safe, to speak to our government about traffic, zoning, parks, schools 
and more, and to gather us together to promote goodwill and spirit. 
With the long history of both programs and activism, the club has 
made—and will continue to make—our vibrant Mount Baker neigh-
borhood a great place to live, work and recreate. 

My family moved here in March 1984. We wanted to live in Seattle to 
have more diverse neighbors. Our son was two and our daughter not 
yet born. They attended Muir and Hawthorne. Our daughter was 
a cheerleader at Franklin, and we have volunteered in PTAs in the 
schools and as board members in the Community Club. 

One thing you learn as a board member of a neighborhood or school 
organization is how much things really cost. Whether it is a facility, 
a series of programs or regular communications, it takes real dollars 
to pay for the things that can’t be done through neighborhood hands 
and feet. 

We all have a stake in maintaining the clubhouse and supporting 
MBCC programs, whether they are ones we participate in or not. 
Mount Baker is loved as a neighborhood not just for our location 
(awesome!) and our amenities (equally awesome!), but for our long-
standing investment in a clubhouse as the center of activity and a 
rich volunteer pool to create programs and events. 

Maybe your life is filled 
to the point where time 
is at a premium and 
you can’t offer volunteer 
support, but you can 
find some time to write 
a check for this year’s 
annual fund drive to 
help the club continue 
to create strong connec-
tions among neighbors. 

P.S. Our now 28-year-
old daughter got mar-
ried last month. She 
went to Pied Piper, played on the swings, swam at the beach, got her 
face painted in the park and later volunteered to paint faces in the 
park. These will always be precious memories, and Mount Baker will 
always be her first home. What a legacy!!

The Charlestown Hillclimb has completed its transition from a dirt 
path through a blackberry jungle into a landscaped hillside with a 
stairway thanks to the efforts of many, many hard-working volunteers.

As part of Mount Baker Community Club’s fourth annual Day of 
Service on October 19, neighbors and friends, replanted the hill-
climb with native and drought-tolerant plants. On the following 
two Saturdays, more neighbors and a Seattle Works volunteer com-
pleted the planting. All told, we added more than 850 plants. 

The Friends of Charlestown Hillclimb (FCH) have worked to de-
velop the Hillclimb since 2009. In 2012 and 2013, they received 

“Small and Simple” matching grants from the Seattle Department 
of Neighborhoods to develop a landscape plan and help buy the 
plants and irrigation supplies. The community match is the labor 
for organizing the project and doing the planting and maintenance 
as well as in-kind and cash donations. 

Next spring, FCH will install a temporary above-ground cistern 
and irrigation hoses to water the plants during dry times and plans 
to finish planting the top of the hillclimb in fall 2014. FCH is also 
committed to maintaining the landscaping, with monthly cleanup 
work parties from March through October.

Charlestown Hillclimb is one of the parks and green spaces stew-
arded by Mount Baker Community Club, and MBCC is the fiscal 
agent for the two matching grants.

The Charlestown Hillclimb is located between 37th Ave. S and 
Courtland Place S on the S. Charlestown St. right-of-way, at the 
northeast corner of the Rainier Plaza. Look east from Rainier Ave., 
and you’ll see the new planting along the stairway.

For more information about the hillclimb project, to make a dona-
tion, or to be added to the email list, contact info@charlestown-
hillclimb.org or visit the FCH Web site www.charlestownhill-
climb.org.

30 neighbors added more than 400 plants on the Charlestown Hillclimb at the 4th 
annual Day of Service
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NEWS OF THE MOUNT BAKER COMMUNITY CLUB  for November, 2013

NOVEMBER
Thursday, November 28 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
DECEMBER
Sunday, December 1 CHRISTMAS SHIPS, Santa and Cookie Potluck
Saturday, December 7 Mount Baker Home Tour & Arts and Crafts Fair, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Tickets at www.mountbaker.org!
Monday, December 2  Monthly Community Meeting. 6:30 PM Meet and Greet with snacks, 7:00 PM meeting start.
Saturday, December 14 KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES presents Johnny Bregar. 10:30 AM. 
   Tickets and Passes at www.mountbaker.org!
Saturday, December 28 KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES presents IT’S A KINDIE NEW YEAR! With THE NOT-ITS!.   
   11:00 AM (note later time). Formal attire suggested. Ball drop at noon. Tickets at www.mountbaker.org!
JANUARY
Monday, January 6 Monthly Community Meeting. 6:30 PM Meet and Greet with snacks, 7:00 PM meeting start.
Saturday, January 11 KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES presents RECESS MONKEY. 10:30 AM.  
   Tickets at www.mountbaker.org!
Friday, January 17 FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT featuring Madagascar. Doors at 6:30 PM, movie at 7:00 PM.  
   Bring your picnic dinner, sleeping bags. Refreshments stand. Proceeds benefit MBCC.
Saturday, January 25 KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES presents CASPAR BABYPANTS. 10:30 AM. 
   Tickets at www.mountbaker.org!
FEBRUARY
Saturday, February 1 PIED PIPER presents TANGERINE TALES. 10:30 AM. $3/person suggested donation.
Monday, February 3 Monthly Community Meeting. 6:30 PM Meet and Greet with snacks, 7:00 PM meeting start.
Friday, February 7 FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT featuring Disney Nature: EARTH! Doors at 6:30 PM, movie at 7:00 PM. 
   Bring your picnic dinner, sleeping bags. Refreshments stand. Proceeds benefit MBCC.
MARCH 
Friday, March 21  Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Celebration. 7:30 PM. Save the Date!

PARKS & OPEN SPACES INFORMATION:
To become involved in a neighborhood parks project, receive updates, reminders or information about their work parties, please contact the 
following specific park leads:

Charlestown Hillclimb  Hilary at hilmacg@hotmail.com
Colman Park   Colin at parkschair@mountbaker.org
Bradner Gardens Park  Joyce at bradnergardenspark@gmail.com
Mount Baker Ridge Viewpoint Ken at 206.234.5367 206.234.5367 or ken.valder@gmail.com

“The Slice”    Colin and Ned c/o parkschair@mountbaker.org
Mount Baker Park   Del c/o parkschair@mountbaker.org

coMMuniTy cluB calendar {To send calendar updates email manager@mountbaker.org
Updated listings on the website at mountbaker.org/events-calendar.html.
All events held at the Mount Baker Clubhouse unless otherwise specified

Coverage Is Here! Washington Healthplanfinder offers a new way to find, 
compare and enroll in health insurance that meets your needs and fits your 
budget. All health plans offered through Washington Healthplanfinder in-
clude basic benefits like doctor visits, emergency care, prescriptions, mater-
nity care, and preventive care like cancer screenings and vaccinations. Free or 
low cost coverage is available. No one will be denied coverage because they are 
sick or because they have a pre-existing condition. Enroll by December 23 for 
coverage that begins January 1, 2014. Learn more at 
www.kingcounty.gov/coverage or visit www.wahealthplanfinder.org to enroll. 

public Service announcements:

The healthcare world can be daunting to navigate. Regardless of 
your age or current health status, it behooves all of us to be in-
formed about the basics of Medicare, Managed Medicare, Medic-
aid, and what to expect if you need post-acute rehabilitation after 
a hospitalization.

Although the majority of folks who are admitted to Skilled Nurs-
ing Facilities (SNF) for post-acute care are older senior citizens, the 
reality is that physical rehabilitation has no age limit and being pre-
pared with what to expect and what you need to know will ease the 
transition from the hospital setting. This information is also helpful 
for adult children serving as support systems for their aging parents.

Here are some pointers to keep in mind when confronted with the 
need for post-acute healthcare:

• Medicare is a Federal, short-term, healthcare entitlement pro-
gram; arm yourself with knowledge about the components of 
Medicare and what it does and does not cover in a Skilled Nursing 
Facility for short-term rehabilitation

• Medicaid is a state-administered health insurance program for 
those of low income. Become aware of what Medicaid is and what 
it provides

• Know if you or your loved one has traditional Medicare and a 
supplemental plan or a Managed Medicare Plan (also known as a 
Medicare Advantage Plan)

• Medicare Advantage plans differ greatly and have restrictions and 
co-pays that vary with each plan, and are a completely different 
benefits structure than traditional Medicare and a supplement

• Be aware of your admission status in the hospital – Inpatient ver-
sus Observation; that is critical information when transferring to a 
SNF for post-acute rehabilitation

• Know that you have a choice in selecting the SNF where you will 
be transferred for their post-acute rehabilitation

• If you can’t tour the SNF because of your hospitalization, have 
friends or family tour potential facilities and report back

Washington Care Center (WCC) is an independent, local nonprofit 
SNF that offers post-acute rehabilitation and long-term care. We’ve 
served the Mount Baker/Columbia City/South Seattle area for 
over 50 years and are located at 2821 S. Walden St. Please come by 
anytime for a tour. If you need community education about these 
topics, we are happy to come to your 
community to do group educational 
presentations. Call Flavia in Admis-
sions at 206-369-2800.

knowledge iS power wHen naVigaTing your 
poST-acuTe care needS
By Flavia Lagrange, Washington Care Center

Flavia Lagrange



16

The Mount Baker View
Mount Baker Community Club
2811 Mount Rainier Drive South
Seattle, Washington 98144-6227

Non-Profit U.S.
Postage PAID 
Seattle, WA
 Permit No. 

1280

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

the home tour of the 

C e n t u r y !
Saturday, December 7, 10am-4pm

Six beautiful homeS
Shop Local Artisans  •  Hospitality Suite

  tickets: www.mountbaker.org


