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Twenty students from eight di�erent high schools were awarded 
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarships this year. �e Schol-
arship awards $3,000 for the �rst year of college with the possi-
bility of another $3000 award for the second year. �e scholar-
ships are given to students who have overcome signi�cant hard-
ships in pursuing their educations. Over the years, the scholar-
ship has enabled many students who could not otherwise attend 
college for �nancial reasons to do so.
 �e awards are intended to honor Dr. King and to give neigh-
borhood recognition to deserving students. �e students who 
receive the award must have some connection with the greater 
Mount Baker neighborhood, either by living or going to school 
in this neighborhood. �e scholarships are awarded to members 
of ethnic groups who have been traditionally under-represented 
in higher education.

�e scholarships began in 1985 when a small group of neigh-
bors "passed the hat" to collect $750. Since then the award fund 
has grown to approximately $100,000. �is year the scholar-
ship received a promise of a $12,000 gi� from one donor. Over 
$90,000 was raised this year from donations from neighbors 
and Mount Baker businesses including the QFC store and 
Pepsi Cola. 100% of the money raised from donations goes to 
support the students.
 For the past 27 years there has been a celebration held on the 
Friday a�er the Martin Luther King Holiday, but that was not 
possible this year due to the inclement weather. �e celebration 
WILL occur next year and we hope that all who read this will 
�nd time to attend to support our students.

�e whole neighborhood heartily congratulates each and every one of these awardees!!

Helen Alarcon
Maria Kimberly Bernales
Pierre Borders
Lucero V. Torres-Bravo
Nicollette R. Ford
Benjamin Kalume
Vaughnte De Shae Lee-Lewis

Gayatri Pokhrei
Joseph Rodriguez
Cecilia Silva
Mahlet Meseret Solomon
Toiana Taylor
Tran Vy 
Risku Tu�a

�ere is still time to play a vital role in our commu-
nity. �e Annual Fund continues through June 30. 

Please give what you can to support the 
Mount Baker Community Club, 
the heart of our neighborhood. 

Checks should be made payable to MBCC, 2811 Mt. 
Rainier Dr. S., Seattle, WA 98144. Gi�s of all sizes are 
appreciated and tax-deductible.

To give, please visit 
www.mountbaker.org/support-mbcc.html 

or contact 
MBCC Director Tara Morgan at 206-722-7209.

�anks for all you do to help Mount Baker thrive!

�ank you to all who have generously given to the 
2011-12 Mount Baker Community Club Annual 
Fund! We are thrilled to have received over $19,000 in 
gi�s so far from fellow neighbors and business owners. 
By giving, you help ensure that Mount Baker remains a 
strong, vibrant neighborhood—one with a centrally 
located, historic Clubhouse building that hosts semi-
nars, workshops, community forums, art perfor-
mances, classes, and programs that appeal to our 
diverse interests.

Giving to the Mount Baker Annual Fund is on the Rise! 
By Bethany Furubayashi, MBCC Development Committee Chair

Esperanza Martinez-Garcia
Francisco Martinez-Crisanto
Wilondja Muyoma
Jessica Nguyen
Hazel Maricruz Palma Cortes
Maria Alejandra Perez



President’s Corner
The Community Club, the New Mission, and You?
by Lee Stanton, Board Chair, MBCC
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Dear Mount Baker Friends and Neighbors – 

As we start on a fresh year, the Board will be working with its newly 
adopted Mission Statement. De�ning this Mission was one of the 
tasks that the Board set for itself last June; adopted in December, it is 
now posted on the Club website and included in this issue of the 
View.
Now, as the Club begins to “step into” the new mission – that of 
being the heart of the Mount Baker community – we are required to 
�rst ask of ourselves “what does that mean?” and then follow where 
the answers to that question lead. 
One of those answers, for instance, may lead us to think about the 
uses of the Clubhouse in a whole di�erent way, a way that shi�s the 
current “business plan” for the Clubhouse from being primarily a 
rental venue to one that derives its revenue from programs and 
events that directly bene�t our community. �is change in direction, 
in turn, would require we seek other sources of revenue as we strive 
to build a self-sustaining, and sustainable, organization. 
Key to successfully shi�ing toward a more community-driven Club-
house or any similar model will be the passion and involvement of 
the whole community – not just  motivated board members and 
committed volunteers. Your involvement will be what “helps us help 
you”, what allows us to provide the kind of programs and services 
that you want, and what creates the kind of neighborhood you want 
to live in.
 I invite you to join us – in the heart of the Mount Baker 
Community.
  Please share your own vision of community and the role you think 
the club should take with me at president@mountbaker.org. Also 
know that as an organization, those of us who have volunteered to 
be involved need YOUR help in myriad ways—from committee 
work to community events. You will �nd it immensely rewarding 
and fun to work together with your neighbors to make an impact on 
the community we all call “home.” Please let me know your interest 
and availability in 2012. I guarantee there is a match to be made.

On behalf of the Board and the community volunteers who support 
our e�orts, we look forward to working with you to usher in the 
changes we’d all like to see in this promising new year!
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We believe strong connections among neighbors are key to our common humanity; 
our mission is to be the heart of the Mount Baker community. 

GOALS: 
We accomplish our mission by providing: 

1. A broad array of organized activities to improve our quality of life and build community; 
2. A gathering place to bring us together; 

3. A forum for exchanging information that empowers residents to engage on issues of broad interest to our diverse community; 
4. Representation of the community’s interests in the civic arena, in a manner responsive to the diversity of opinions that may exist on any given issue. 
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By Sue Cary, MBCC ZLUPT Committee Chair

Zoning, Land Use, Planning and 
Transportation (ZLUPT) Committee

�e ZLUPT Committee continues to monitor proposed 
zoning changes around the Mount Baker Light Rail Station, 
which have yet to be taken up by Seattle City Council.  A 
group of area residents volunteered for a city work group to 
review proposed neighborhood-speci�c design guidelines 
for new development around the station.  In the meantime, a 
private multi-family development, to be located on the 
hillside behind the QFC, appears to be moving forward, with 
a request for a contract rezone coming before the City Coun-
cil in the near future.                                                

Our Next ZLUPT meeting is scheduled for 
�ursday, March 15 at 7 pm at the Clubhouse. 

 In addition to updates on zoning and development, the 
Committee will follow up on proposed cutbacks to #14 bus 
service as presented by Metro at the February 6 community 
meeting, and on the status of clean up and disposition of the 
state-owned site at 31st Ave. S. and S. Day St. on Mount Baker 
Ridge.  All are welcome to attend!  If you would like to be 
added to our email list, or if you have any questions or com-
ments, please contact Sue Cary at 206-725-7678.  

By Rob Mohn, MBCC Governance & Nominations Committee Chair

☛

Governance and Nominations Committee 
Updating MBCC Bylaws

One of the Board’s priorities for 2012 is to present for com-
munity consideration an updated set of bylaws. A work 
group led by Martha Ries and Doug McBroom are revising 
and refreshing the current bylaws which were last revised in 
2003. Examples of potential changes are: 

* Bring the “purpose” of the corporation into line with 
current IRS regulations
* Clarify the neighborhood’s southern boundary adjacent to 
the Lakewood/Seward Park community 
* Eliminate reference to “dues”
* Clarify election procedures for board directors and o�cers 
* Add suggested language related to club records

�e Board’s intent is to agree on a proposed dra¡, publicize 
it on the MBCC website, and then put it on the agenda for 
adoption at the May annual meeting. If you would like to 
make suggestions about changes to the bylaws, please 
forward them to Tara at manager@mountbaker.org. �e 
current bylaws can be found on the Club website at: 
http://www.mountbaker.org/o�cial-club-documents.html.

�e MBCC Annual Meeting will be on the evening of 
Monday May 7th this year. In addition to the election 

of the Board and O�cers, we will be voting on the 
By-Laws amendments.
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By Tara Morgan, MBCC Director of Clubhouse Operations and Marketing

g

Kids & Families @ the Clubhouse!

By Tara Morgan, MBCC Director of Clubhouse Operations and Marketing

Programs & Events @ the Clubhouse

[\

h

Southeast District Council (SEDC) Update 
By Bill Davis, MBCC representative to SEDC
In October the SEDC members toured the South Park 
and Columbia City neighborhoods. In November the 
SEDC brainstormed ways to become more engaged with 
residents and businesses of Southeast Seattle without 
making any de�nitive decisions at this point.

Whether it’s through your own parenting, involvement with 
your grandkids or observing kids on your block, you 
KNOW that Mount Baker is a hopping place for families! 
�e Clubhouse aims to be at the heart of it all with our 
robust kids and family programming. We’ve expanded 
Movie Night to be a monthly happening (see ad in this 
issue), brought back the Kindiependent Concerts and Pied 
Piper programming, and you can look forward to expert 
help with your child’s math homework or the nutritional 
challenges of parenting with upcoming special events! 

Another rocket we’ve launched is our Kid’s Birthday Party 
Packages – host your child’s special day here at the Club-
house. A 3-hour rental is just $125 ($150 with a Kindiepen-
dent or Pied Piper show) and we’ve got all the room you’ll 
need to celebrate - Plus we’ll clean it up!

Please consider getting involved this year by becoming a 
“Host” of cool events like our monthly Movie Night, Bingo 
Night or even the Potluck. �is is the year for more of you to 
dive in and get to know your Clubhouse on a whole new 
level. Please call Tara if you and your family want a short-
term, high-value commitment in your community. Call 
206-722-7209 or manager@mountbaker.org

If you’ve been craving community - Look. No. Further.

�e New Year has brought a much-needed enthusiasm to the 
Programs at the Clubhouse. More of you are attending our 
Community Nights, you are asking about hosting your own 
special family events here and we are hearing more and more 
about fond memories and interesting stories of our past. 

In the programming realm, we’ve changed things a bit this 
year –we’ve cancelled the Humanities WA lecture series 
(though plans are in the works to do other collaborations). 
Harvest �e Arts, our emerging arts appreciation series, will 
have at least two or three events this year. Day of Service and 
Day in the Park return again in the Fall, and due to its great 
popularity, we’ve increased our Community Movie Nights – 
they will happen monthly! Bingo Night is also back and we’re 
very pleased with the big turnouts of new families and long-
time residents – both kids and adults are enjoying the 
evening. A big “shout out” to our most recent callers, Joe 
McKinstry and Ron Sims – a fun time was had by all! 

In January, we hosted the All-Star Wedding Expo, plus a really 
fun Northwest Folklife event. MBCC-produced Kindiepen-
dent Kids Rock Series and our annual Pied Piper series are 
both well underway, with great attendance. We are again host-
ing Explorations in Math and the Paci�c Science Center with 
various programs in the upcoming months. And, added a 
new and very exciting partnership with Community Arts 
Create as they launch “Taste International”, a 14-week 
culinary school for Franklin High School students right here 
at the Clubhouse!

It’s time to start looking forward to our Annual Neighbor-
hood Potluck and Dance on Saturday, April 21. We are 
currently seeking one or two families to “host” this event at 
the clubhouse, fully supported by our sta£ and volunteers – 
please call Tara in the o¤ce if you and your family want a 
short-term, high-value commitment in your community. 
Never attended before? �e annual Potluck is MBCC’s way to 
say THANK YOU to all our volunteers and donors this past 
year, to congregate as a community, and for new neighbors to 
learn more about this wonderful local resource for connec-
tion and engagement. Come join in the FUN!

THANK YOU!! TO THE  
SPONSORS OF  

 
 

KIDS ROCK SERIES 2012  

HOFFMAN DESIGN  



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Secretary's View of MBCC Business
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By Bill Davis, MBCC Secretary

m

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE:
�e percentage of Franklin students meeting pro�ciency on the 
High School Pro�ciency Exam increased in 2011 in all four 
tested subjects: reading, science, math, and writing. 

For example, students meeting standard in reading went from 
just 64 percent in 2010 to 80.9 percent in 2011, a number that 
exceeds the district-wide average. All student groups made 
gains in reading, and most made gains in writing and science.

Franklin High School By Laurie Elder, Franklin High School parent and liaison to the MBCC 



Principal Jennifer Wiley noted that Franklin sta� focused on 
vocabulary development, reading comprehension and informa-
tional texts last year. �ey made sure students who were strug-
gling in class received tutoring and one-on-one support. Wiley 
said that she and the team at Franklin are particularly proud of 
their literacy e�orts and their work closing the achievement gap 
for nearly every student group in reading and writing. 

Of course, test scores are just one indicator of the Franklin High 
School success story. Principal Wiley emphasizes development of 
Franklin students as all-round good human beings. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: 
Franklin students and sta� demonstrated their commitment to 
the Mount Baker neighborhood through their work to support 
the Mount Baker Home Tour in December. 

Students were busy from 10 AM – 4 PM leading tour groups and 
pointing out the features of the school building to the visitors. 
Dedicated teachers, PTSA parents and Franklin alumni 
supported the students’ e�orts all day long. We didn’t get an exact 
count, but we know we sold almost 100 Bahn Mi sandwiches 
prepared by PTSA parents! 

ARTS: 
Franklin drama students brought a December production 
of the play “Murder by Indecision” by Daniel O’ Donnell to 
the stage. �e production was directed by Franklin’s new 
drama teacher, Tamara Burnett. 

Another unique part of Franklin’s arts program is the steel 
drum band directed by Principal 
Wiley herself. 

Dr. Wiley credits the school’s “incred-
ible” sta� for their hard work. “At 
Franklin,” Wiley said, “we look inward 
and set about to build a school that 
can work for all kids. We believe all 
kids bring powerful intelligence to us 
and it is our job to unleash their 
genius.” 

KCTS 9 GOLDEN APPLE AWARD: 
�e demonstrated achievements of Franklin High School 
and the leadership that Dr. Wiley provides to the school 
have been noticed by the Seattle community. Dr. Wiley was 
one of seven educators in the state awarded the KCTS 9 
Golden Apple Award for Excellence in Education for 2011. 
Dr. Wiley was honored at a ceremony February 3, 2012 
sponsored by KCTS 9. Please join the faculty, parents, 
students and Franklin High School alumni in congratula-
tions for Dr. Wiley. �ose of us with students at Franklin 
High School support her and her sta� in the vision for 
continued success at Franklin High School.

A 6:30 PM social time with snacks and beverages provided 
by Mioposto Ca�e & Pizzeria precedes each of the Monday 
7:00 PM Community meetings.
October 3rd community Meeting highlights: Jeremy Hardy, 
Mioposto Ca�e & Pizzeria co-owner, provided ¦oor plans 
and information about Mioposto’s planned remodeling and 
application to serve spirits in the evenings.  Jeremy hopes 
Mioposto will attract a wave of adult-only clientele a§er the 
early evening wave of family clientele head home. �eir 
plans to install an outdoor dining patio are postponed until 
at least spring.

November 9th community meeting highlights: Metro 
Transit announced the proposed termination of route #14 
bus service east of 31st Ave. S. next summer. MBCC will 
invite Metro to a future community meeting to present 
their reasons and hear community feedback. Details and 
information on service changes are available via the Inter-
net at: http://metro.kingcounty.gov/up/scvchange.html.
�e December 5th community meeting was a combined 
MBCC board meeting and community meeting. Prelimi-
nary results of the Home Tour were presented (attendance 
and revenue exceeded our expectations). �e �rst-ever 
splash of color in �e Mount Baker View issue #229 
received favorable comments and the schedule for future 
newsletter issues was provided. 

Dr.  Jennifer Wiley, 
Franklin High School 
Principal, with students

Here is a snapshot of good news from Franklin:

To help revive the Columbia City Cinema, please see 
http://www.seedseattle.org/seedarts/columbiacitycinema.html

 for ways to donate. Contact: Jerri Plumridge at 
jplumridge@seedseattle.org

 and 206-760-4286.
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�e 32nd Mount Baker Home Tour and
Arts & Cra	s Fair – What a Day!

How will YOU remember the 2011 Home Tour and Arts & 
Cra�s Fair? As a day of hospitality, cheer, and beautiful 
homes on display? As a day that raised over $23,000 to 
support Mount Baker Community Club’s diverse program-
ming accessible to our neighborhood all year long? Or, as a 
day that brought our community together through vibrant 
volunteerism? How about all of the above!

As event Co-Chairs, it was a huge honor to work alongside so 
many wonderful neighbors and friends, and be surrounded 
by such giving, passionate people. At the top of the list are 
Mike Lawson and Debbie McGibbon who, to the delight of 
many, made it their mission to bring the Arts & Cra�s Fair 
back to the Clubhouse this year.  

We extend a huge thank you to our generous Home Tour 
sponsors - Kohl Construction, Joseph McKinstry Construc-
tion Co., and Dyna Contracting, as well as the many local 
businesses that supported us through advertising. Together, 
these organizations helped underwrite the bulk of the event’s 
expenses.

Much-deserved kudos to the entire 2011 Planning Commit-
tee for their unwavering enthusiasm in the months leading 
up to the event. �ere were hundreds of day-of event volun-
teers who served as docents, drivers, cookie donors, servers, 
and ticket takers who deserve credit. What an amazing team 
we all were!

Last, a most heartfelt thank you to the homeowners and 
Franklin High School who graciously opened their doors to 
the Tour. �eir generosity and support for Mount Baker 
inspired all of us this year.
-Bethany Furubayashi & Valerie Voss
2011 Home Tour Co-Chairs

Special acknowledgement to Franklin High School sta�, families, 
and student volunteers for their involvement with the Tour. 

Here’s to your next 100 years in Mount Baker!

Our Event Sponsors

Planning Committee
Mike Lawson & Debbie McGibbon
Arts & Cra�s Fair Co-Chairs
Sally Hurst & Kristin Sitcov
Homeowner Liaisons and Docent Coordinators

Philly Hoshko
Publicity
Tara Morgan
Director of Clubhouse Operations & Marketing
Lana Abrams, Bethany Furubayashi & 
Debra �ompson Harvey
Program
Sheila Addleman
Home Photography

Peter Olive
Transportation

Megan Haile
Ticketing 

Mike Lawson & Franklin High 
School Students
Homeowner Gi�s

Peter Maunsell
Post-Tour Volunteer Celebration

Homeowners
Mike & Laura Brosius
Prentis Hale & Tracy Edmonds
Jennifer Ashton McCausland
Joe & Jill McKinstry
James & Lani Parker
Mike Riley & Robin Shapiro

Rebecca Laszlo & Valerie Voss
Sponsorships

Patrice Benson
Clubhouse Decorations

Carleen Ca�erty
Cookies & Tea

Martha Ries & David Day
Homeowner Dinner 

Anna Leslie & Katie Egolf 
Event Hospitality
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Starla Stroh has a busy life and a young family, yet she’s volunteered within the 
MBCC community. We asked Starla to share a few thoughts about her volunteerism. 

Starla isn’t new to volunteering. One of her formative experiences was volunteering 
as an adult mentor to youth going through di�cult times. 

Fast forward: when Starla was pregnant with her youngest child, she learned of 
Mommy Meals, a way young mothers support each other in the �rst days or weeks 
a er giving birth. A generous Mount Baker neighbor started Mommy Meals. Starla 
provided hot meals to young families, and when her child was born her family in 
turn received meals provided by other mothers. �is is how Starla met Katie Egolf, a 
past MBCC board member. 

�rough Katie, Starla learned about the many MBCC events and activities. Her �rst 
MBCC volunteer experience was baking cookies for the annual cookie potluck. She 
enjoyed contributing her time as a volunteer and also enjoying the fruits of her labor 
together with her own family. 

Starla’s biggest MBCC volunteer role (so far) was producing the September 2011 “Day in the Park” event. She was concerned 
that she might be overwhelmed by the responsibility but was delighted to �nd the exact opposite was true! Instead of being 
exhausted, she was energized. She found a supportive team, with everyone pitching in to help produce this huge outdoor neigh-
borhood event.
Starla is a producer in her professional life. When asked why she had such a thrilling experience leading Day in the Park, she 
stated that she was able to create a role doing what she loves and lead Day in the Park while leveraging her skills and doing her 
favorite things. She enjoyed a feeling of ownership, made decisions, and connected with people throughout Mount Baker.

We asked Starla: what advice would she give to a person thinking about volunteering for MBCC for the very �rst time? Her 
immediate response was: “Don’t be afraid! You might feel stress or worry about the time commitment but, rest assured, there 
are so many people to support you in the e�ort. It’s not all resting on you alone. People like Tara Morgan and others take on little 
bits and share the responsibilities with you. You can’t do anything wrong, because you’re there doing something fun and good!”

Starla Stroh lives near Franklin High School with 5-year old son 
Zander, 2-year old daughter Savanna, and husband Matt. 
Photo by Matt Stroh

Volunteer Spotlight on Starla Stroh  
By Rebecca Laszlo, Communications Committee Chair
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It is important to remember and honor those who have gone before us, and who have helped make our community what it 
is today – a welcoming and vital resource for all. Shirlee A. Sullivan, who died in December at age 86, exempli�ed the spirit 
of the people who remained during the “white �ight” and red-lining (*) period experienced by the Mount Baker neighbor-
hood in the 1960’s and 70’s. Shirlee, a lifelong Democrat, lived her principle of equal opportunity for all. She and her 
husband Jack (who died in 1996) along with other old timers or neighborhood families like the Burns, the Barnes, the 
Popes, and the Wheelers, to name a few, “walked their talk”, according to son John Sullivan, a Palo Alto attorney. �ey 
embraced diversity, o�ered a welcoming spirit, and supported their neighbors as the area underwent dramatic change. One 
of the many contributions Shirlee and Jack made was to personally pay the taxes on the Community Club to keep it open 
at a time of need. What a gi� ! A celebration of Shirlee’s contributions to community and her remarkable life was held at the 
clubhouse on January 14. 

By Doug McBroom, Mount Baker neighbor

Remembering Shirlee A. Sullivan

$300 Class Fee. Adult Beginner to Intermediate levels available 
upon demand.  
Spring 2012 Quarter:  Tuesday & Thursday ~ 6:00pm -7:30pm, @  
El Centro de la Raza 2524 16th Ave S. For more info contact 
206 -957 -4605, email execasst@elcentrodelaraza.org,             
or visit www.elcentrodelaraza.org    

SPANISH CLASSES  
O�ered by  

  EL CENTRO DE LA RAZA  
 

                                 April 10 —June 14, 2012   
             Space is limited! Spot con�rmed upon payment .   

MBCC is seeking 
two families to  
co-host this year’s 
Neighborhood  
Potluck & Dance.  

April 21, 2012  
 

Please call Tara in the 
O�ce if your family 
wants a short-term, 

high-value opportunity 
to serve your  

community!  
 
Call 206 -722 -7209 or  
manager@mountbaker.org.  

(*)  “Red-lining” was a means by which �nancial institutions literally drew red lines around areas or neighborhoods    
where they would not loan money. It is now illegal to do this.)
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It’s a New Year for Mount Baker 
Safe Neighborhood Committee 

Recently a neighbor shared beautiful photos she’d taken around 
Mount Baker on our MLK Jr. week snow days. Mount Baker is truly 
a rich community. Rich as de�ned by its diversity. Diverse, as seen 
in its landscape, commerce, architecture and people. �e tie that 
binds is our common love for this community. 

Many people lend time and talent to perform civic duty for Mount 
Baker. �e Mount Baker Safe Neighborhood Committee (MBSNC) 
is one such group. Organized in 2007 by a group of concerned 
residents, the MBSNC’s mission was to do all it could to combat a 
spike in home robberies. �e committee, independent from the 
MBCC, began working with o�cers in the Seattle Police 
Department’s (SPD) South and East Precincts. 

�e SPD sponsored workshops at the clubhouse on how to organize 
citizen block watch patrols. Eventually, the MBSNC began an 
electronic network of 91 block watch captains which is in operation 
today. �e increased vigilance in our neighborhoods seems to be 
working: there are fewer incidents reported in our neighborhoods 
than from those surrounding us. 

If your block doesn’t have an organized block watch, don’t wait for 
your neighbor, just do it! 
Contact: Mark Solomon at mark.solomon@seattle.gov. 

In 2009, the MBSNC organized a structure to begin a private secu-
rity patrol to provide daily cruising throughout the neighborhood. 
�is service is funded by families living in the Leschi and Mount 
Baker communities. Subscribers have several bene�ts. In addition 
to calling SPD/911 (something anyone can do anytime), subscrib-
ers are able to contact the security company to report suspicious 
activity for immediate response. Home alarm systems can be regis-
tered with the company and homes can be given extra monitoring 
during household vacations. 

�e annual security patrol subscription period begins in Novem-
ber through October, for one dollar a day. A�er November, the fee 
is prorated. If a household subscribes in February, their cost would 
be $270 through November. 
Contact: mtbakersecurity@gmail.com.

Most recently, the MBSNC is in the early implementation stages of 
organizing an emergency response plan (ERP) for Mount Baker. 
To date, we know of 11 neighborhoods with ERPs. For more 
information about how to organize your home and then your 
block, go to http://www.seattleredcross.org/show.aspx?mi=4002 
and http://www.seattle.gov/emergency/library/snap/
SNAP%20Brochure.pdf.

We encourage you to also stay informed about community events 
by joining the Mount Baker Community Club’s electronic list serve 
at manager@mountbaker.org and the Southeast Seattle Crime 
Prevention Council at sscpc@hotmail.com.

Happy Safety throughout 2012! 

Southeast Seattle Crime Prevention 
Council (SSCPC)

�e Southeast Seattle Crime Prevention Council (SSCPC) 
has been active, organizing walkabouts with the South 
Precinct in the Light Rail station areas and covering impor-
tant topics at monthly meetings. �e SSCPC’s focus is on all 
of Southeast Seattle and the SODO area – basically aligning 
with the boundaries of the South Precinct. 

By Bill Davis, MBCC representative to SSCPC

We have more than 30 years of experience in the industry and 
we are prepared to help you with your tax needs.  

What we can do for you:  
 

         Tax planning and preparation  
         Financial Consulting  
         Future tax planning and strategy  

 

Call: 206.282.3720  
Or visit: www.francis -company.com  

701 Dexter Avenue N., Suite 404  Seattle, WA 98109  

Tax season is upon us!  

The time to take action and plan for your  
nancial future is  now .  

Don’t delay!  
 

Contac rm for more information.  

By Victoria E. Romero, Mount Baker Safe Neighborhood Committee Co-Chair
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All of MBCC’s o�cial documents now have a home 

on our website: check out 
http://mountbaker.org/o�cial-club-documents.html.
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A�er a successful event  last year, MBCC implemented the 
second annual Community Day of Service in Mount Baker 
Park on October 22. �rough Del Davis, the Green Seattle 
Partnership (GSP) volunteer forest steward for the park, 
the resources and expertise of the GSP organization were 
again brought to bear in supporting and organizing this 
event. �e GSP is a partnership between the City of Seattle 
Parks Department and Forterra (formerly known as the 
Cascade Land Conservancy) . Mount Baker Park is a GSP 
restoration site, making it possible for the community to 
o�er a very well-prepared and organized Day of Service. 

We had seventy two dedicated volunteers on what was a 
very wet, rainy morning. All were either local residents or 
Franklin High School students. Twenty-eight Franklin 
student volunteers were assisted by their teacher, Angela 
Roh, and they were a wonderful, youthful addition to this 
year’s event. Making a connection with Franklin and 
encouraging students to support the MBCC through com-
munity service in parks projects has been a goal of the 
Parks & Open Space committee since its inception. We 
hope to continue developing that relationship, nurturing a 
new generation of stewards in our parks. 

During the four hour event, we planted 324 native trees, 
shrubs and groundcovers, weeded over 12,000 square feet 
of the park, covered approximately 1000 sq � with weed 
suppressing burlap and mulch, and spread approximately 
14 cubic yards of mulch. Please observe the result of our 
e�orts, mainly on the west side of the pathway leading to 
the lake, and consider joining us next year, it’s exhilarating!

Parks and Open Spaces

MOUNT BAKER PARK - 
2011 Mount Baker Community Day of Service Recap 
by Colin Macdonald, MBCC Parks & Open Space Committee Chair

Smiling Franklin High School students working the Day of Service 
event at Mount Baker Park. 
Photographer: Colin Macdonald

CHARLESTOWN HILLCLIMB - 
Good news for Mount Baker Pedestrians
By Judith Yarrow, co-chair, Friends of Charlestown Hillclimb, 
MBCC Parks and Open Spaces Committee

If you use the Charlestown Hillclimb path to shop, catch the 
bus, or reach Lake Washington, you’ll be happy to know 
that the City Council approved $90,000 to install a stairway 
on the hill. �e stairway will be a wonderful, practical and 
visual improvement to the hillside above Rainier Plaza, 
o�ering a safer and more inviting pedestrian passage 
between the hilltop and the valley. 

A group of Mount Baker neighbors, uno�cially known as 
the Friends of Charlestown Hillclimb, are raising the 
remaining funds for the construction and to reclaim the 
hillside by removing the blackberries and planting 
drought-tolerant and native plants. 

To provide a little background, in 2004 the top of the 
Hillclimb was landscaped, and a bench and “periscope tree” 
sculpture were installed. Neighbors have worked together at 
monthly weeding parties since then to maintain the land-
scaping. �e neighbors also continued to seek funds to 
install a stairway and landscape the hillside. As part of that 
e�ort, in April 2012 they presented the project to the South 
East District Council. �ey in turn recommended the stair-
way to the Seattle Department of Transportation as a prior-
ity project for 2012.

�e funding for the stairway comes from the City’s Neigh-
borhood Project Fund. �e Friends of Charlestown 
Hillclimb steering committee will continue to apply for 
more grants and seek donations of labor, materials, and 
in-kind services to complete the project. MBCC is the ¡scal 
agent for the Hillclimb project, and all donations are tax-
deductible.

For more information, or to volunteer or donate in any way 
to the Hillclimb project, contact Judith Yarrow 
(jayarrow@gmail.com), co-chair of the Friends of Charles-
town Hillclimb steering committee.

Neighbors of the Charlestown Hillclimb at the November weeding 
party tidied up for winter by spreading chips on the path and weeding 
the landscaped area. Photographer: Judith Yarrow
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On November 5, Seattle Works once again stepped up to the 
plate and provided the Mount Baker Ridge Viewpoint Park 
with volunteers who enthusiastically ripped out invasive 
plants, prettied up the upper deck, and prepped the park for 
winter. �e park looks fantastic, thanks in large part to the 
Seattle Works volunteers who teamed up with neighbors. 

It's always great to see such interest in the park. If you're inter-
ested in helping plant some new �ora late winter or early 
spring, please get in touch with Ken Valder on 206-234-5367 or 
email ken.valder@gmail.com. More hands make light work, as 
they say. As one of the smaller and most visible parks in the 
neighborhood (the ridge directly across from one northern-
most entrance to our community), we're keen on keeping the 
view amazing and the plants happy!



MOUNT BAKER RIDGE VIEWPOINT PARK
Parks and Open Spaces, continued

Mount Baker Ridge Viewpoint work party. Photographer: John Bundy

 

 

  

  

  

Snow sculptures at 
Mount Baker Park, 
1/18/2012. 
Photographer: 
Tara Morgan

By Ken Valder, Parks and Open Spaces Lead, MBCC Parks and Open Spaces Committee
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                        All events held at the Mount Baker Clubhouse, 2811 Mt. Rainier Dr. S., unless otherwise speci�ed:

Friday, February 24 – MBCC & NW Folklife present “Swinging to Square”, a night of music and dance featuring the Tall Boys 
(square and swing) and Trio A Propos (swing, blues, honky-tonk and a little waltzing). 7:30pm. Free!

Saturday, February 25 - MBCC presents KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES: �e Harmonica Pocket @ 10:30am. 
Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com.

�ursday, March 1 – Explorations in Math Family Math Night, 6pm. Free!

Monday, March 5 - MBCC Community Meeting, 7:00pm (snacks and social starts at 6:30)

Saturday, March 10 - MBCC presents KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES: �e Board of Education @ 10:30am. 
Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com.

�ursday, March 15 - ZLUPT COMMITTEE MEETING, 7pm. (Zoning, Land Use, Planning, Transportation)

Saturday, March 17 - MBCC/PIED PIPER presents �e String Show. 10:30am. $3/pp suggested donation.

Friday, March 23 -  COMMUNITY NIGHT – BINGO NIGHT! Doors at 6:30pm. Free. Refreshments Served.

Saturday, March 24 - MBCC presents KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES: Recess Monkey @ 10:30am. 
Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com.

�ursday, March 29 – Explorations in Math Family Math Night, 6pm. Free!

PARKS & OPEN SPACES WORK PARTY INFO:
Charlestown Hillclimb - To receive updates and reminders email Hilary at hilmacg@hotmail.com.
Colman Park - For info contact Colin at parkschair@mountbaker.org.
Bradner Gardens Park - To receive email notices email Joyce at bradnergardenspark@gmail.com.
Mount Baker Ridge Viewpoint - To receive work party times contact Ken at 206.234.5367 or ken.valder@gmail.com.
“�e Slice” - To get involved, ©nd out where it is, or for occasional updates, contact Colin or Ned at parkschair@mountbaker.org.
Mount Baker Park - To get involved contact Del c/o parkschair@mountbaker.org.

To send calendar updates email: manager@mountbaker.org. 
Updated listings on the website at http://mountbaker.org/events-calendar.html.

Friday, March 30 - MOVIE NIGHT! Featuring “Monsters Inc.”  Doors at 6, movie at 6:30 pm. $5/family suggested donation 

Saturday, April 21, ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD POTLUCK & DANCE. 5-10pm. Volunteers Needed!

 Monday, May 7 - MBCC ANNUAL MEETING, 7:00pm (snacks and social starts at 6:30)

Monday, April 2 - MBCC Community Meeting, 7:00pm (snacks and social starts at 6:30)

Saturday, April 7 - MBCC presents KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES: Caspar Babypants @ 10:30am. 
Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com.

Friday, April 13 - MOVIE NIGHT! Featuring “Fantastic Mr. Fox” Doors at 6, movie at 6:30pm. $5/family suggested donation.

Saturday, April 14 - MBCC/PIED PIPER presents Alleyoop! 10:30am. $3/pp suggested donation.

Saturday, April 21 - MBCC presents KINDIEPENDENT KIDS ROCK SERIES: �e Not-Its! 
@ 10:30am. Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com.

FEBRUARY________

MARCH___________

APRIL____________

MAY_____________
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