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For 100 years the Clubhouse has served as THE venue for commu-
nity action, gathering and enrichment in Mount Baker. While we 
continue to maintain our venerable legacy programs (Day in the 
Park, Home Tour, Christmas Ships, Pied Piper and Potlucks), we 
are also introducing new and exciting ways to share and celebrate 
community. All around Seattle, we are known as a gorgeous rental 
venue for weddings and parties, so now we are asking ourselves 
this question: How do we make our Clubhouse the Heart of Mount 
Baker and accessible to all?

The Mount Baker Board of volunteers and Clubhouse Manage-
ment are here to serve the community, but it takes so much more. 
It takes your ideas and your support to really make MBCC come 
alive as the Heart of Mount Baker. Visit mountbaker.org to make a 
donation to support your favorite program. Or call the Clubhouse 
office at (206) 722-7209 to tell us about your great idea for a new 
community event. With your help, we are about to launch another 
100 years of community collaboration!

To get you started, here are two major highlights to plan for this 
spring. Save these dates!

Annual Neighborhood Potluck
Saturday, April 12 – 6:00 PM-10:00 PM
Join your neighbors for a fun evening for the entire community 
featuring music, great food, beer and wine and those much sought 
after raffle items. Plus, the wonderful company of your neighbors, 
of course. As always, this event comes together through a huge 
amount of community support. If you would like to volunteer 
with planning, decorating or various ‘day-of ’ responsibilities then 
please send a note to events@mountbaker.org.

Neighborhood Yard Sale
Saturday, May 4 – 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
Don’t miss what is, hands down, the most fun way to kick start 
your spring cleaning. Donate items to the Clubhouse or register 
your own yard sale to be included on the neighborhood map. The 
Clubhouse will provide publicity, maps and yard signs. Questions? 
Email yardsale@mountbaker.org

Lastly, we want to hear your stories. 
We treasure the stories and photos of all Mount Baker happen-
ings. We want to collect stories from last year AND from the last 
100 years so we can share the rich history of this neighborhood. If 
you have any questions, stories or photos to share, send them to 
100years@mountbaker.org.

PROGRAMS OLD AND NEW  
PROGRAMS OLD AND NEW  

TO TAKE MBCC INTO THE NEXT 100 YEARS

A community 
favorite program, 

Pied Piper featured 
Tangerine Tales 
on February 1
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Six months into my first term as president seems like a good time to 
review what we’ve done and what we hope to accomplish by the end of 
our year. One of the more stellar happenings this year, in my opinion, 
occurred way back in April, when we hosted a successful forum on Eco-
nomic Development and Transportation. The event was the brainchild 
of Sue Cary, and more than 100 people filled the Clubhouse to hear de-
velopers and leaders from the City of Seattle and King County present 
an interesting picture of economic development around the periphery 
of our community, especially the area that surrounds the intersections of 
Rainier Ave. S and Martin Luther King. Many attendees left encouraged 
by what they heard. 

The Fall highlight was our annual Day In the Park. Kids and adults alike 
enjoyed what they could of the day, despite the rain that threatened to 
end the festivities as soon as they began. Kudos to our volunteers and 
staff who persevered to make that day as enjoyable as possible. Big 
thanks also to Judith Yarrow and the folks who worked so diligently to 
finish building the Charlestown Hillclimb. This is just the latest example 
in Mount Baker of city/neighborhood cooperation. 

Just before Christmas, we were pleasantly surprised by the turnout at the 
bonfire that greeted the Christmas Ship at Mount Baker Beach, which 
was followed by cookies, cakes, tea, coffee and wine at the Clubhouse. 
Speaking of turnout, we had the largest attendance on record for our 
Home Tour. The six homes on the tour attracted over 1,300 visitors, 
greatly exceeding our normal attendance. This outstanding turnout de-
livered a sorely needed boost to our operational funds. 

December also brought a changing of the guard at the Clubhouse. 
Long-serving Tara Morgan left to pursue greater challenges, and Megan 
Haile stepped into the role of Managing Director of the Clubhouse. If 
you haven’t met Megan already, do stop by to say hello during her of-
fice hours, Tuesday through Friday, 12:00 to 5:00 PM. She would love 
to meet you. 

During this year we launched the Mount Baker Welcome Project. This 
is our effort to make newly arriving families and individuals feel a part 
of Mount Baker. Twice a year, we send out a packet that includes a wel-
come letter, an invitation to visit the Clubhouse and a directory of neigh-
borhood services and businesses. We are hoping to add discounts from 
local businesses to sweeten the welcome. We are also working to make 
our monthly community meetings worthy of your time. We continue to 
ask for your suggestions for topics and events that interest you. 

One of the major efforts before us for the remainder of the year is work-
ing to dispel the myth that many of us hold – that the Mount Baker 
Community Club is a private, dues-paying organization. Far from it. We 
are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that confers club membership on 
anyone who lives, works or plays in the community. We want everyone 
to believe in no uncertain terms that the Mount Baker Community 
Club belongs to you. If you have ideas about how we can get that mes-
sage across more clearly, please pass it along to us.

This is your clubhouse. Come join us. Share your thoughts with us!

LOOKING FORWARD AND LOOKING BACK 
By Andy Reynolds, MBCC Board Chair
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Following is a quick overview of our monthly community meetings. 

November 4 Combined Board and Community Meeting
The 7:00 PM meeting was preceded by a 6:30 PM social with snacks 
and beverages provided by Mioposto Caffè & Pizzeria. MBCC Treas-
urer, Bart Wilson, provided financial reports showing that year-to-
date total income of $75,000 is up from $67,000 during the same 
period last year. Total expenses are $70,000 down from $77,000 last 
year. Net income is $4,000 down from $18,000 last year. Note: The 
MBCC fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.

Development Committee Chair Judith Yarrow described the 
Charlestown Hillclimb project, which connects Courtland Place S. 
with 37th Ave. S. at South Charlestown Street. Begun in 1996, the 
project is now nearing completion. Stairs and plants are in place. Se-
attle Council Member Tom Rasmussen has worked with Seattle City 
Light to install three lights along the site. Visit www.charlestownhill-
climb.org for photos and more information.

December 2 Community Meeting 
MBCC President Andy Reynolds described a new policy to provide 
useful information at our community meetings rather than strictly 
conducting board business. Community Education Coordinator 
JoAnn Jordan and volunteer trainer Ty Pethe from Seattle Neigh-
borhoods Actively Prepare (SNAP) presented information on their 

work with groups of neighbors on disaster preparedness. Each home 
is urged to put together a disaster kit including water, warmth, food, 
dry shelter, and a safe light source that will allow them to survive 
for seven to ten days. They recommend that family communica-
tions should include an out-of-area contact and that text messages 
are preferable over voice calls. Individual neighborhood groups can 
form community hubs with additional resources. For more help in 
organizing or more information visit www.seattle.gov/emergency/
programs/snap/ or email snap@seattle.gov

January 6 Community Meeting
Governance and Nominations Committee Chair Lee Stanton deliv-
ered a presentation on the history of the Clubhouse and our organi-
zation. Between 1903 and 1909, the Olmsted brothers created the 
Mount Baker neighborhood design as an upscale ‘street car’ suburb. 
The Mount Baker Community Club (originally, the Improvement 
Club) was founded in 1909. The John Muir elementary school was 
built in 1910. Our current clubhouse was built in 1914. A 1992 ar-
son fire, which began in the dumpster area on the northwest corner 
of the building, ignited the north wall and consumed much of the 
roof. Community members mopped the sprung wood dance floor 
for two days to avoid its being destroyed by rain and standing water 
left by the firefighters. The community also pitched in to raise funds 
needed to restore the building.

The Southeast District Council (SEDC) meets at the Rainier Com-
munity Center (4600 38th Ave. S.) at 6:30 PM on the fourth Wednes-
day of the month, except holidays and mid-summer. More informa-
tion on this committee is available at www.southeastseattle.org.

October Meeting
Jenny Frankl, our new District Coordinator, introduced herself. 

Danielle Jackson, CEO & Founder of Changing Habits And Moti-
vating Personal Self-esteem (CHAMPS) Resources & Services de-
scribed their mission to offer hope, improve the quality of life and 
reduce recidivism among youth and disadvantaged young adults. 
Email contactus@champsseattle.org for more information.

Betsy Graef, Acting Director of the Seattle Police Community Po-
lice Commission, described the police reform process and invited 
community input. Visit www.seattle.gov/policecommission for ad-
ditional information.

November Meeting
Rebecca Morton described the new building being constructed east 
of the Mount Baker light rail station, which is expecting comple-
tion in May or June 2014. Twelve commercial spaces will occupy the 

ground floor with three floors above containing 57 residential units. 
Phone (206) 817-8778 or email rebecca.morton@artspace.org for 
more information.

Captain Carmen Best, who has been commander of the Seattle Po-
lice Department South Precinct for roughly two months, attended 
the meeting and introduced Lieutenant Seven Strand, our new op-
erations lieutenant. Lt. Strand replaces John Hayes who was recently 
promoted. Update: After several short-term assignments Captain 
John Hayes succeeded Capt. Best as South Precinct Commander in 
December 2013.

Department of Planning and Development (DPD) planner Lyle 
Bicknell described recent updates in the zoning plan for North 
Rainier around the light rail station. Planning began in 2008 to 
accommodate a projected 185,000 population increase in the area 
over the next decade. The new plan will allow for additional high-
density residential structures and increased use of public transporta-
tion. DPD’s recommendations to the city council include increasing 
65-foot height zones to 85 feet and increasing the Lowe’s site to 125 
feet. The recommended Seattle Mixed zoning allows for a mixture 
of residential, retail and light industrial. Public input opportunities 
are expected before the city council votes on the changes next year.

SECRETARY’S VIEW OF MBCC BUSINESS
By Bill Davis, MBCC Secretary

BIG GROWTH PLANS AND A CHANGE OF COMMAND 
AT THE SPD SOUTH PRECINCT
by Bill Davis, MBCC Representative and SEDC Secretary

NEWS OF THE MOUNT BAKER COMMUNITY CLUB  for February, 2014
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The Southeast Seattle Crime Prevention Council (SSCPC) meets 
on the first non-holiday Wednesday, September through June, at 
7:00 PM at the Southeast Seattle Senior Center (4655 S. Holly St.). 
For more information, contact Pat Murakami at (206) 478-9038 or 
pat@southcpc.org. More information about SSCPC is available at 
www.southcpc.org.

November 6 Meeting 
Pollution Liability Insurance Agency (PLIA) offers a program that 
provides up to $60,000 of coverage for cleanup of contamination from 
heating oil, if oil tanks are registered in the program prior to con-
tamination occurring. There is no cost to the owner for this coverage. 
Visit www.plia.wa.gov or call (800) 822-3905 for more information.

South Precinct Commander Captain Carmen Best reviewed crime 
statistics for our area and noted that a new restaurant is hoping to 
move into the vacant Angie’s location in Columbia City. Melissa 
Chin from the City Attorney’s office updated information on liquor 
licenses and nuisance properties.

December 4 Meeting 
Pierce Murphy, Director of the Office of Police Accountability 
(OPA), was our guest speaker. He has held the position since mov-
ing here from Boise, ID, in July 2013. His primary goals are ac-
cessibility, independence and transparency. He specifically wants 
to hear all citizen complaints—large and small—in an effort to 
fix problems before they fester. Contact him at (206) 615-1566 or 
pierce.murphy@seattle.gov or visit www.seattle.gov/police.

New South Precinct Commander Captain John Hayes shared his 
plans for the South Precinct. In addition to hiring more officers, he 
hopes to increase bicycle and foot patrols in an effort to establish a 
more personal connection between his officers and the community.

January 8 Meeting 
Two staff members from the 911 call center explained the challenge 
of determining a caller’s exact location in multi-story structures in 
the era of cellular and Voice-Over-Internet-Protocol (VOIP) com-
munications. They offered tips for callers and shared statistics on 
the number and types of calls handled. They noted that recordings 
of all calls are retained for 90 days with printed communications 
logs retained even longer.

SOUTHEAST SEATTLE CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL 
(SSCPC)
by Bill Davis, Southeast Seattle Crime Prevention Council Board Member
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Volunteers are a powerful force that make amazing things happen 
at Mount Baker Community Club, even if the faces of those vol-
unteers are constantly changing with the active lives of our neigh-
bors. Somehow, we manage to find the right mix of talent, time and 
experience to support the Clubhouse and make our community a 
great place to live. 

Take our community newsletter, The View, as an example. This 
quarterly newsletter is printed and produced through collabora-
tive volunteerism. It starts with the editor-in-chief and the Board 
establishing the concept, content and calendar for production and 
printing. The editor-in-chief solicits members of the community 
for content, and all of our articles are written by people you prob-
ably know from around Mount Baker. Editing, production coor-
dination, graphic design and layout for the last two to three years 
have come on a partial volunteer basis from Scott Macphee and 
Gaelen Kelly. The Club Manager coordinates ad sales not only to 
defray printing costs, but also to promote local businesses and ser-
vices. In short, it takes a staff of volunteers to deliver this publica-
tion to your mailbox.

For the past four years, Rebecca Lazlo has admirably filled the role 
of editor-in-chief. When she announced that the November 2013 
issue would be her last, we immediately placed an ad in that is-

sue hoping to inspire a new volunteer to step into the role. Vatsala 
Isaac, a relative newcomer to the neighborhood, found herself at a 
perfect juncture in her life to answer our call. 

Vatsala has nearly a decade of marketing and communications ex-
perience. She has developed communication strategies for global 
teams at Microsoft, driven partner marketing campaigns for Ava-
nade and spearheaded employee engagement and sales enable-
ment initiatives at Oracle. After one too many strategy meetings, 
she woke up to realize she was beginning to dream in PowerPoint. 
Each dream sequence was a new slide and lines of dialogue were 
bullet points. It was time for a change.  In January 2014, Vatsala 
started Line Cellar, a marketing and communications firm that 
works with small/medium-sized businesses, nonprofits and com-
munities, helping them tell their stories and reach their audiences 
more effectively. Joining the Editorial Team at The View is a perfect 
example of that community storytelling. 

Vatsala and her husband, Ajith Alexander, have lived in the Mount 
Baker neighborhood since January 2013. They hike till it hurts, can 
never decide between pizza and steak, and can be seen driving 
around the neighborhood, head-bobbing to Steely Dan. They’re 
excited to be a part of the community and are looking forward to 
more good times with their neighbors!

WELCOME VATSALA ISAAC TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
– AND TO THE VIEW!
by Ann Beeman, MBCC Communications Committee Chair

NEWS OF THE MOUNT BAKER COMMUNITY CLUB  for February, 2014

GIVE THE CLUBHOUSE A BOOST
By Judith Yarrow, MBCC Development Committee Chair

“As a long-time resident and sometime volunteer,” says Sue Cary, “I 
depend on the Mount Baker Community Club to help keep me 
connected to my neighbors and informed about what’s happening 
in the community. The clubhouse is the place where the commu-
nity gathers to welcome newcomers, enjoy family entertainment, 
take classes, watch movies, celebrate anniversaries, and even dance 
the night away.” 

For 100 years the Club and its clubhouse have been at the heart of 
the neighborhood. Residents gather at monthly meetings to learn 
about and discuss a broad range of issues that affect the commu-
nity, including transit service, public safety, education, zoning and 
development, parks and playgrounds, and Seafair. The Club doesn’t 
charge annual dues, so many people are surprised to learn that eve-
ryone who lives or works in the Mount Baker neighborhood is au-
tomatically a member of the Club. 

Donations from people like you in the community make all of this 
possible. Your gifts keep the lights on and the heat running and 
pay for general operational upkeep of our historic clubhouse. They 
also pay for a clubhouse manager, event staff, community outreach 
through quarterly issues of The View, social networking, and the 
website. Most of all, your gifts help us fill the clubhouse with popu-

lar programs like the Kindiependent Kids Rock series 
and the Pied Piper series and events like Day in the 
Park and the annual Community Potluck.

A large part of our operating income comes from 
the biennial Home Tour, and the rest – specifically, 
$45,000 for this fiscal year – comes from our Annual 
Fund Drive. Halfway through the year, we have 
raised a little over $13,000 and have a long way to go 
to reach our goal.

Help us continue to keep the neighborhood connect-
ed and informed. Please contribute to the Annual 
Fund campaign. Mail a check to: 2811 Rainier Dr. S, 
Seattle, WA 98144. Or, if you want to make a one-
time or recurring monthly donation online,  
visit us at www.mountbaker.org. 

Thank you for being part of our community and for 
helping to preserve the essence of Mount Baker, the 
Club, and the connections we have with one another. 

ANNUAL FUND GOAL 
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Former MBCC Board President Lee Stanton addresses the January community meeting. 
Photo by Rebecca Laszlo

LOVE YOUR MOUNT BAKER NEIGHBORHOOD? 
JOIN THE MBCC BOARD!
By Lee Stanton, MBCC Governance Committee Chair

As I write this column, the Seahawks have just beaten the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and are headed to the Super Bowl. By the time you read 
it, I trust they will have triumphed, and we will have just celebrated 
Valentine’s Day. That means it is time again to put out the call for 
new Board members to join the Mount Baker Community Club.

A few of our current stalwart members will be taking their leave 
and we are looking for some new faces to step forward to fill their 
seats. Any and all are welcome to apply as long as you have (1) a 
passion for living in Mount Baker, (2) an interest in meeting new 
people and forging new relationships and (3) a skill or gift to share 
with the community. 

Regarding the third point, the Board work plan adopted in May 
2013 requires potential candidates with expertise in any of the fol-
lowing:

• Fund development to help expand our successful  
fund-raising efforts

• Human resources to help us update our personnel policies to 
current best practices

• Finance and accounting to continue to improve our forecasting 
and reporting

• Entertainment and programming to help us expand our cul-
tural offerings to the community

• Volunteer recruitment and management to help orient and or-
ganize our many volunteers

Board nominations (including self-nominations) will be accepted 
until the April 7 Community Meeting. Elections will be held at the 
Annual Meeting on May 5, 2014.

And so… if you, or someone you know, are eager to get more in-
volved in our wonderful neighborhood – and have a great time 
doing it – please contact me at lee.stantonassoc@gmail.com. I will 
be happy to tell you more about the Club and how to get involved. 

Please come join us!

NEWS OF THE MOUNT BAKER COMMUNITY CLUB  for February, 2014
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COMING TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY TO  
CELEBRATE EDUCATION
By Jeniphr Breckenridge, Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Committee

Please join your Mount Baker neighbors to celebrate the outstanding 
young recipients of the MBCC Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship:

2014 Scholarship Ceremony
Friday, March 21 at 7:30 PM 
at the Clubhouse

Scholarships will be awarded in person during the ceremony. 
Neighborhood support of the students, their accomplishments, 
and their dreams for the future is a highlight of this annual event.
 
The Scholarship captures the spirit of the Mount Baker neigh-
borhood by helping local students attend college. Scholarships 
are awarded to students who belong to racial and ethnic groups 
underrepresented in colleges and universities, have overcome 
significant hardships in pursuing their education and contribute 
to the community. Scholarship recipients must have a connection 
with Mount Baker, meaning they either live or attend school in 
the neighborhood. 

The fund began in 1985 when a small group of neighbors ‘passed 
the hat’ to collect $750 to award three scholarships in honor of Dr. 
King. Last year, the Scholarship Fund collected over $90,000 and 
awarded 21 scholarships, ranging from $3,500 to $5,000!

Donations to the Scholarship Fund are welcome at any time and 
can be sent to:

MBCC MLK Jr. Scholarship Fund
c/o Mount Baker Community Club
2811 Mt. Rainier Drive South
Seattle, WA 98144

Mount Baker Community Club is a 501(c)(3) entity. Questions 
about the scholarship may be directed to jerrymorales@yahoo.com

Stay fit at the Clubhouse
Check out our on-going classes 

every day during the week
Yoga   Zumba   tai Chi   Argentine Tango  

NIA   Mixxed Fit

Class details on the calendar at mountbaker.org
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THANKS TO YOU, THE 2013 
HOME TOUR MADE HISTORY
by Judith Yarrow, MBCC Development Committee Chair

Thanks to the energy and dedication of the many volunteers for the 
33rd Mount Baker Home Tour, we produced the most successful 
Home Tour ever. The Home Tour is one of the Club’s major fund-
ing resources. The money raised from the Home Tour keeps the 
clubhouse open for community events and brings programs and 
activities to the neighborhood all year long.
 
A record turnout of more than 1,300 people came from all over the 
Puget Sound region to wander our lovely neighborhood and see six 
magnificently decorated homes. Best of all, we netted more than 
$30,000 for the clubhouse from ticket sales, proceeds from the 
Arts & Crafts fair, program advertisers, and contributions of our 
five sponsors—Joseph McKinstry Construction, Elizabeth Rogers 
Pilates and Physical Therapy, Kohl Construction and Remodeling, 
Norberry Tile and SafeInsure.

The event would simply not have been possible without our gener-
ous home owners: Lee and Elizabeth Stanton, Marie Peters, Lynne 
Graybeal and Scott Harron, Stephanie and Mark Simpson, Kris 
Gulbran and Pat Pielage, and Bradly Wolf and Jason Cascio. They 
opened their homes to the community and are the primary reason 
the event was so successful.

Under the clear skies of a brisk winter day, many visitors enjoyed 
walking the home tour route. Others took advantage of our crew of 
15 drivers who hospitably transported folks door-to-door. Thanks 
to Lee Stanton and Dave Eitelbach for coordinating the Home Tour 
drivers. Special thanks also to Lana Abrams for producing the pro-
gram, Sheila Addleman for the photos of the homes and Debra 
Thompson Harvey for writing their engaging descriptions.

The Arts and Crafts Fair, coordinated by Debbie McGibbon and 
Mike Lawson, showcased the work of local artisans, including the 
woodshop students at Franklin High School. The Fair added an en-
ergetic, festive atmosphere to the Clubhouse, while cookies and hot 
drinks gave Tour-goers a break from the cold outside. Arden Ho-
fler coordinated the hospitality room and kept it running smoothly 
throughout the day. Our neighborhood history was also on display 
in a retrospective on the Clubhouse and an exhibit from the Seattle 
Rose Society, a long-time partner of the Club.
 
Kudos to Tara Morgan and new clubhouse manager Megan Haile for 
managing ticket sales, sponsorships, advertising, and other behind-the-
scenes details. They both helped make this Home Tour a true success. 

Finally, a very special thanks to our Home Tour coordinators, 
Craig Norberg and Carla Nichols. They volunteered hours identi-
fying candidate homes, meeting with home owners, and selecting 
the final six homes for the tour. But their work didn’t end there. 
They also shared in the organization and marketing of the Tour. 

The Club and all of Mount Baker are fortunate to have so many 
dedicated volunteers. The infusion of new perspectives and energy 
allows us to stay strong. Please consider stepping up now to join 
the leadership team for the 2015 Home Tour. Email Megan Haile 
at manager@mountbaker.org.

Join the Mount Baker Safe Neighborhood Committee 
Turn back the recent surge in neighborhood crime. An annual membership fee 
adds your home address to the route of a private patrol car, additional Vacation 
Watch, toll-free dispatch, a liaison with the SPD, and, most of all, peace of mind. 
We need an additional 150 member families to add a second patrol car and 
expand our coverage.

Start talking about safety today! Sign up for our block watch alert network at 
www.NextDoor.com, and email mtbakersecurity@gmail.com to join the 

Safe Neighborhood Committee.
When neighbors start talking, good things happen!
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The 2014 Home Tour celebrated 100 years of volunteer-driven  
community events. Giving Tour-goers a break from the cold, 
the Crafts Fair and a spread of food and hot beverages added an  
energetic, festive atmosphere to the Clubhouse



10

NEWS OF THE MOUNT BAKER COMMUNITY CLUB  for February, 2014

LOCAL TEENS CLICK TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES  
AT YOUTH IN FOCUS
By Ashley Mouldon, Administrative & Development Associate, Youth in Focus 

PLANT YOUR GARDEN AT COLMAN PARK P-PATCH
By Elise Erickson, Volunteer Site Coordinator for Colman Park P-Patch

Youth in Focus works with young people between the ages of 13 and 
19 who struggle with the challenges that present themselves on a daily 
basis through a combination of racial/ethnic discrimination, poverty 
and homophobia. Our mission is to use photography to empower 
them to experience their world in new ways and make positive choices 
for their future. We put cameras in their hands and surround them 
with high-quality talented teachers and nurturing adult volunteer 
mentors to create a strong, creative community of support. Through 
photography our students find their voice, their identity and their cre-
ativity and gain new confidence in their worth and abilities.

Youth in Focus offers classes on a quarterly basis in black and white 
film photography and digital photography. Classes run for nine weeks, 
culminating in an End of Quarter Show, where students present their 
final work and talk about their photography and what the program 
means to them. Guests are sure to leave the End of Quarter Show in-
spired and empowered by the stories they hear.

We just wrapped up the application process for our Spring 2014 classes, 
which starts March 28. Visit our website soon for details on the Spring 
End of Quarter Show.

If you or a young person you know would like to apply for 
our Summer 2014 classes, fill out an application online at  
youthinfocus.org/students/how-to-apply/ or call Youth in Focus at 
(206) 723-1479 to request an application.

After reviewing each student’s application, Youth in Focus will contact 
them to come in for an interview and a tour of our space. They will learn 
more about the program and the commitments required. Students 
who are accepted into the program are awarded a free $1,400 schol-
arship, which covers all costs involved with their photography class. 

To get involved with Youth in Focus or to ask questions about the 
application and interview process, contact us at  
yif@youthinfocus.org or (206) 723-1479.

Have you always wanted to try your hand at gardening but need a 
spot to do it? Colman Park P-Patch has several vacant garden plots, 
and we are looking for people who are interested in gardening in a 
community setting. The P-Patch is nestled in lovely Colman Park 
that winds its way from 31st Ave. S (at Massachusetts) to the Lake. 
The main entrance is at 1716 32nd Ave. S, just below the ridge. 

You can plant flowers or vegetables in your plot. In exchange for a 
small annual fee of approximately $50, you will have access to water, 
gardening tools and the shared wisdom of 50 other neighbors who 

love gardening. Gardeners contribute eight hours of community 
service through group work parties or individual projects, such as 
working in the food bank garden or tending the community herb 
or flower gardens. It’s great fun for families and a good way to learn 
more about gardening. 

To sign up for the Colman P-Patch, visit us online at seattle.gov/
neighborhoods/ppatch/signupPpatch.htm or contact us directly 
at p-patch.don@seattle.gov or (206) 684-0264. 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
AND OUR SUCCESS AS A COMMUNITY 
By Marni B. Port, MSW and Child & Teen Services Manager at Parent Trust for Washington Children

The Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University states, 
“the foundation of a successful society is built in early childhood.” 
Basically, that means healthy child development is the foundation 
for future success. Helping our children develop their full potential 
is what creates a future world of healthy adults—who in turn may 
become parents!

Child development is how a child grows from infancy into adult-
hood. Usually this takes place through a predictable sequence of 
stages. As our children develop, changes occur in their bodies and 
their brains. Development is often categorized into four or five areas:
 • Social
 • Emotional
 • Physical
 • Cognitive
 • Speech and Language

A child’s learning begins at birth. We know the early brain activity 
and development are the building blocks for life. Simple activities 
and interactions parents have with their babies are a large part of 
this brain development. 

Did you know that the American Academy of Pediatrics and the  
National Association for the Education of Young Children have  
policy statements about the importance of developmental screenings 
for young children?

Children who enter school not ready for kindergarten may have 
missed opportunities for earlier intervention. Many children with 
delays in development can be identified before starting school, 

enhancing their development and increasing positive outcomes 
through early intervention.

As a parent, you have an important role in your child’s develop-
ment. A parent can:

• Help a child overcome fears and anxieties related to a de-
velopmental challenge

• Help a child develop the knowledge and skills they need 
to meet that challenge

• Love and support a child as they work toward mastery of 
a developmental challenge

Parent Trust for Washington Children, located at 2200 Rainier Ave. 
S. (on the corner of S. Walker St.), is proud to be part of statewide 
efforts to bring developmental screenings to all families in our 
state. We offer developmental screenings to families with children 
between the ages of two months and five years.

Parent Trust uses a formal, standardized, screening tool called the 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire. With the help of a screener, par-
ents answer a set of 30 questions about their child’s development. 
Activities are provided, and results are given at the session. Results 
show a child’s strengths and areas where he or she may benefit 
from practice, support or further evaluation. 

To sign up for a free screening:
Call Marni at 206.233.0156 ext. 225
Or visit www.parenttrust.org/asq

WE NEED YOUR STORIES!
Did your brownie troop meet at the clubhouse?  Did your high school class hold a dance here?  Were you a board member? 

Was your mom or dad a board member in the 1970s?  Is there a cute picture of you at the clubhouse as a child?

We are about to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Clubhouse, and we are planning to compile a Centennial Scrapbook  

and perhaps produce a slide show or video on the history of MBCC and the Clubhouse. 

To do that, we are looking for your memories, anecdotes, photos, knick knacks and  

artifacts related to Mount Baker Community Club that can help us bring the past 100 years to life. 

Please share your memories with us! Send whatever you have  

– stories, photos, or just the thread of a memory – to 100years@mountbaker.org 

(if you don’t have a scanner, we can arrange to have some of your family photos scanned as an electronic copy.)
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RAINIER SCHOLARS IS COMMITTED TO YOUTH WHO ARE 
COMMITTED TO THEIR EDUCATION
By Bethany Furubayashi, Rainier Scholars Development Officer

The quotes you see here echo the hallmarks of the journey many 
students make with Rainier Scholars, a nonprofit founded in 2000 
(in Mount Baker’s backyard, no less!) to provide students of color 
access to educational pathways previously unseen and experiences 
seemingly reserved for others.

The goal of Rainier Scholars is two-fold: college graduation and 
community leadership. The application process is rigorous and the 
demand is high, as sixth grade students from Seattle, Renton and 
Highline school districts apply each year to form a new cohort of 
60-65 scholars. Rainier Scholars seeks students with a strong work 
ethic striving for that sometimes elusive inroad to college. Over 
85% are from low-income households; 90% will be the first in their 
family to earn a college degree. 

To start their eleven-year journey, 6th grade students spend near-
ly 1,000 hours in advanced course work, on top of their regular 
school day. Immersion in lab sciences, math, literature and history 
prepares them for success when entering college preparatory pro-
grams in both private and public high schools. Rainier Scholars 
offers each middle school scholar personalized support in new 
school settings and tools for developing academic, social and life 
skills. During high school, our scholars focus on leadership devel-
opment, community service, internships and the all-important col-
lege application process. 

Rainier Scholars is proud to maintain a 100% on-time high school 
graduation rate and 100% admission acceptance to four-year col-
leges. Those rates far surpass national and state statistics in terms 
of both economic and racial demographics. The Rainier Scholars 
relationship doesn’t end with college entrance. We track academic 
progress and maintain regular connections with 170 scholars at 75 

colleges and universities in 24 states with school visits, video chat 
conversations, internship opportunities and mentor relationships. 

Last year Rainier Scholars passed a major milestone. Students in our 
very first cohort became the first to graduate college, accept full-time 
employment and gain admission to post-graduate programs. 

To learn more about Rainier Scholars, tour our program or ex-
plore the many ways you can support our scholars, visit us at  
www.rainierscholars.org/engagement.html or call Development Of-
ficer Bethany Furubayashi at (206) 407-2181. You can also swing by our 
office off Rainier Ave. at 2100 24th Ave. S, Suite 360, Seattle, WA 98144.

“At Rainier Scholars 
the work is tough and the road is long, 

but the journey is amazing.” 
- Moses Walker

“I used to care 
what others thought of me, 

but now all that matters is that 
I know who I am: someone 

who will persevere.”
- Anika Brown

“Rainier Scholars is like a family 
that has your back through thick and thin. 

No matter what happens, 
I’m a Rainier Scholar.”
- Mariam Benazouz
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“HELLO, GOODBYE”  TO SOME FAMILIAR (AND SOON-TO-
BE FAMILIAR) FACES 
By Peter Greaves, MBCC Vice President and Clubhouse Committee Chair

Lennon and McCartney famously wrote “Hello, Goodbye” and it’s 
a fitting theme song for the Mount Baker Community Club lately.

This fall we said “Goodbye” to Tara Morgan, our Clubhouse Man-
ager, party wrangler, and all-round MBCC Booster for the last four 
years. Tara splendidly revived the legacy programs and inspired 
the community to collaborate. Tara has loved and lived Mount 
Baker. Thank you for your dedication to MBCC, Tara, and good 
luck on your new venture!

We then say “Hello” to Megan Haile, who moves into the position 
of Managing Director of the Clubhouse. Megan has worked in 
various support roles at the Club for over two years. We are very 
pleased that she accepted this new position and look forward to the 
energy and ideas she brings to the position. With her help, we will 
focus on sustaining the classic beauty of the Clubhouse through 
our capital campaign. She will be a huge advocate for our efforts to 
build stronger, lasting connections throughout the neighborhood.

We also say “Hello” to Erin Bruce, who joins us to lead Programs and 
Outreach for the Clubhouse. Erin is a seven-and-a-half year resident of 
Mount Baker, with a stellar background in music management and en-
tertainment events. We are glad to have her on our team and celebrate 
her success in providing engagement with our wonderful programs.

Our Clubhouse is happy to report a new attendance record for the 
January Movie Night, and the equally well-attended Pied Piper 
shows as early evidence of how well our new team is doing!

Welcome, one and all, to your Clubhouse. Keep an eye on the cal-
endar at www.mountbaker.org (and the short version on the back 
of this newsletter). We hope to see you often in 2014!

Megan Haile, 
Managing Director of the Clubhouse

Erin Bruce,
Programs & Outreach Coordinator

Save the date!

Saturday, May 3 
Neighborhood Yard Sale 

Sign up early to add your home to the map for our annual neighborhood shopping spree
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It’s a perfectly cold and sunny afternoon, when I walk into Relish 
Fine Foods and announce I’m here to talk to the owner. A face 
peeks out of the seating area upstairs and asks with an impish grin, 

“Are you here to interview me?” I have already learned something: 
Jeanne Beauregard, the woman behind Relish, doesn’t hesitate to 
surprise her customers. 

Jeanne has packed the store with an abundance of eclectic offer-
ings to surprise and delight her customers – a corner dedicated to 
hand-picked New World and Old World wines; an array of pre-
serves, cheeses, olive oils and vinegars; specialty teas and toffees; 
fresh bread and baguettes and a delicious mix of sandwiches, pas-
tas and prepared foods.

Growing up outside of the US, in England, Kuwait, Bangladesh and 
Japan, Jeanne piques her customer’s curiosity with a rich blend of 
treats from around the world. A vintage hardware bin that now 
serves as a swivel stand is heaped with candy from the UK, the pas-
ta is sourced from small Italian producers, and a Mt. Baker custom-
er-turned-producer adds a range of Mediterranean delights. The 
observant eye will even note that her sandwiches are named after 
her favorite authors and the towns she lived in. That makes Relish 
the perfect place to reread Anna Karenina while eating a Tolstoy! 
Relish also hosts wine, cheese and caviar tastings, and the seating 
area serves as a great location to host a book club or an intimate 
party for up to 12 guests.  

But most of all, Relish strikes you as a throwback to a previous era. 
Jeanne intended it that way and says, “I lived in the neighborhood 
for seven years, before I realized it was time for the return of the 
neighborhood store. That’s what Relish is about – parents are able 
to send their kids up to buy milk and eggs; I know my customers’ 
names, the occasions they celebrate, and if they prefer the Chili 
Lime Shrimp over the Korean Beef Bulgogi.’ 

A year since it opened for business, Relish is well on its way to be-
ing ‘that friendly neighborhood store’. When asked what she’d like 
to tell readers of The View, Jeanne answers, “It’s important for the 
neighborhood to be supportive of the neighborhood. Be curious, 
encourage local businesses. The next time you catch yourself driv-
ing by and wondering what’s in there, stop... and find out!” Having 
spent an hour at the store, I can tell you from personal experience 

– prepare to be pleasantly surprised!

DISCOVER A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING AND A 
TREAT FOR EVERYONE AT RELISH FINE FOODS
By Vatsala Isaac, The View

A Recipe to Relish
Roast Garlic Asparagus

Asparagus is available from February through June, 
but it is at its peak in April. Fresh asparagus will be 
bright green with no signs of shriveling. They keep 
well in a produce bag in the fridge; or you could 
trim the ends and stand in a glass of water in the 
fridge for optimal storage. The beauty of asparagus 
is its versatility. You can cook it in soups, salads and 
pastas. My favorite way is just this simple recipe.

Place 2-3 bunches of trimmed asparagus in a bak-
ing dish. (Snap off ends where it naturally breaks –  
approx. 1-2 inches from the end). Toss with a gener-
ous amount of olive oil and a pinch of sea salt. Add 
4 sliced garlic cloves and the zest of one lemon. Bake 
in a preheated oven at 400° for 15 minutes. Shave 
some Parmesan on the top for a great finish. Serve 
warm or cold as a salad!

◀Jeanne Beauregard dazzles a curious customer with her selection of sweets at 
Relish Fine Foods. 

• •
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MARCH
Saturday, March 1 10:30-11:30 AM – PIED PIPER presents: Puppets Please. $3/person suggested donation.
Monday, March 3 6:30-9:00 PM – Monthly Community Meeting. Community Meet and Greet with snacks at 6:30;   
   Meeting starts at 7:00.
Saturday, March 8 10:30-11:30 AM – KINDIEPENDENT: The Not-Its!  Tickets at BrownPaperTickets.com.  
   $15/family advance ticket purchase or $5/person on the day of the event.
Friday, March 14   6:30-9:00 PM – MOVIE NIGHT: Planes. We’re moving this party to the ballroom!  
   Bring your picnic dinner, pj’s and sleeping bags. Refreshments stand available.  
   Proceeds benefit MBCC. $5 suggested donation per family.
Saturday, March 22  10:30-11:30 AM – KINDIEPENDENT: Recess Monkey. Grammy-nominated act recently named the #3   
   Kindie band in America by Time Out New York. Tickets at BrownPaperTickets.com.  
   $15/family advance ticket purchase or $5/person on the day of the event
Friday, March 28  9:30 AM-1:00 PM – Green Genius: Green Building. $19, includes presentation, breakfast and  
   Coffee/Happy Hour to follow. The Green Genius Education Series uncovers how energy efficiency and  
   sustainability are impacting the residential housing market. Details at www.seattlegreengenius.com.
Saturday, March 29  10:30-11:30 AM – PIED PIPER presents: Eli Rosenblatt. $3/person suggested donation.
APRIL
Monday, April 7  6:30-9:00 PM – Monthly Community Meeting. Community Meet and Greet with snacks at 6:30;  
   Meeting starts at 7:00.
Saturday, April 12 10:30-11:30 AM – KINDIEPENDENT: Harmonica Pocket. Tickets at BrownPaperTickets.com.  
   $15/family advance ticket purchase or $5/person on the day of the event.
Saturday, April 12 6:00-10:00 PM – Community Pot Luck. Join your wonderful neighbors for a fun evening of live music,  
   great food, beer and wine, and much sought-after raffle items.
Friday, April 25  6:30-9:00 PM – MOVIE NIGHT: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs II. We’re moving this party to the  
   ballroom! Bring your picnic dinner, pj’s and sleeping bags. Refreshments stand available. Proceeds benefit  
   MBCC. $5 suggested donation per family.
Saturday, April 26 10:30-11:30 AM – KINDIEPENDENT: CasparBabyPants. Tickets at BrownPaperTickets.com.  
   $15/family advance ticket purchase or $5/person on the day of the event.
MAY
Saturday, May 3   9:00 AM-3:00 PM – Neighborhood Yard Sale. Sign up early to add your home to the map for our annual  
   neighborhood shopping spree. 

PARKS & OPEN SPACES INFORMATION:
To become involved in a neighborhood parks project, receive updates, reminders or information about their work parties, please contact the 
following specific park leads:

Charlestown Hillclimb  Hilary at hilmacg@hotmail.com
Colman Park   Colin at parkschair@mountbaker.org
Bradner Gardens Park  Joyce at bradnergardenspark@gmail.com
Mount Baker Ridge Viewpoint Ken at 206.234.5367 206.234.5367 or ken.valder@gmail.com

“The Slice”    Colin and Ned c/o parkschair@mountbaker.org
Mount Baker Park   Del c/o parkschair@mountbaker.org

COMMUNITY CLUB CALENDAR {To send calendar updates email manager@mountbaker.org
Updated listings on the website at mountbaker.org/events-calendar.html.
All events held at the Mount Baker Clubhouse unless otherwise specified



16

The Mount Baker View
Mount Baker Community Club
2811 Mount Rainier Drive South
Seattle, Washington 98144-6227

Non-Profit U.S.
Postage PAID 
Seattle, WA
 Permit No. 

1280

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

Po
tlu

ck & Raf  e

Po
tlu

ck & Raf  e

Mou
nt B

aker N
eighborhood Night

Saturday, April 12th from 6PM – 10PM

Suggeste
d donatio

n of $
3 per p

erson. To volunteer with the planning fun, email: events@mountbaker.org 


